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(1863-1926) Entrepreneur, theatrical showman, publican. 
 

Richard Phillip Kenna's father, Richard Kenna Snr (1818-1879) was an Irishman who came to Australia and went on 

to become a prominent and wealthy Bathurst publican. His son's desire for a career in medicine was thwarted in 1886 

when he was successfully sued for defamation by his father's trustee and ordered to pay £480 in costs. This in turn 

forced Kenna into bankruptcy. With his plans for a career in medicine gone, Kenna turned to show business, at first in 

Bathurst and later in Melbourne where he ran a theatrical agency with Joseph Macmahon in the early 1890s. He later 

toured England with a "talking horse" and the USA with fighting kangaroos before returning to Australia.  
 

From his base in Bathurst Kenna sent his own troupes on tour to regional centres before eventually turning to the hotel 

trade full time. After taking over the running of family-owned Grand Hotel in 1902 he later operated and/or owned at 

least three other hotels. At some stage Kenna moved to Sydney, where he died at his residence at 44 Beach Road, 

Darling Point. He was survived by his wife, Louie. The couple had no children. 
 

Ʒ See also: Kenna's Empire Minstrels  Å  Macmahon Brothers (Joseph Macmahon) 
 

Å Among the established shows and tours produced and/or promoted by Kenna were 'Ye Astounding Mystery of 

Tholma" (sideshow act, 1890), The Zulima Co (variety troupe, ca. 1896), Kenna's Empire Minstrels (1900-1902). 
 

Å The 1886 Fowler v Kenna defamation case created a legal precedent relating to the official capacity of Australian 

soldiers serving in conflicts without parliamentary approval. Having lost the law suit Kenna owed Fowler £480 in 

costs. When Fowler discovered that Kenna was about to leave the country to join the Soudan effort as a dresser 

(which he hoped would help prepare the way towards becoming a doctor), he had him arrested. Although Kenna 

was eventually released with no charges against him he missed the boat to the Soudan, and hence faced the 

possibility of being charged with desertion. The matter was subsequently raised in parliament, where it was found 

that Kenna could not be charged with desertion because the men who enlisted did so without the authority of 

either Governor or the parliament.   
 

 Kenna was involved in a similar situation in 1894 when he was again arrested on suspicion of leaving the country 

- this time while reportedly owing a promissory note. As in the 1886 instance the charge was dismissed. [see below 

for further details] 
 

Å Interestingly, Richard Kenna died on the same day of the year as his father (20 July). Both men were also buried 

in 21 June. 
 

Å The fact that Kenna and his three siblings all died without issue led to his father's considerable fortune being 

contested by relatives in Australia. A search for other members of the father's family in Ireland was also carried 

out by Richard Kenna Snr's trustees. The estate still remains unclaimed [See Sandra Parker article and Miscellaneous 

Notes (below) for further details] 
 

 
 

Bathurst Free Press and Mining Journal 23 April 1900, 3.  

 

 

Further Research:  
 

Parker, Sandra. "Revealed: $132,000 Estate that Remains Unclaimed." Western Advocate (Bathurst, NSW) 16 Sept.  

 2013. 
 

 

https://ozvta.com/troupes-g-l/
https://ozvta.com/organisations-m-z/
http://www.westernadvocate.com.au/story/1777835/revealed-132000-estate-that-remains-unclaimed/
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Sydney Morning Herald 3 Mar. 1885, 7. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/1407725 
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Bendigo Advertiser (Vic) 10 Mar. 1885, 2. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/9068213 
 

 
Sydney Morning Herald 5 Dec. 1885, 9. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/1404185 
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Sydney Morning Herald 1 Mar. 1886, 3. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/1398238 
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1890 
 

 
Bathurst Free Press and Mining Journal 18 Nov. 1890, 2. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/4861160 

 

 
Grand Hotel, Bathurst (mow demolished) 

Source: Western Advocate (Bathurst) 

 

Å Located at the corner of Russell and William streets (where the Knickerbocker Hotel stands today) the Grand 

Hotel was constructed by Richard, Mary, Eleanor and James Kenna with the view to improving the Kenna Family 

Estate estate. Building began in 1890 and continued into 1891. With 40 rooms, 3 drawing rooms, 4 parlours, 3 

dining rooms, 2 smoking rooms, snuff room, bars, offices and shops it was a popular hostellery for visitors to the 

city ("Russell Street and Grand Hotel." Bathurst District Historical Society Inc). 
 

 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/4861160
http://www.bathursthistory.org.au/history/39-russell-street-and-grand-hotel


 
 

Looking towards William Street, Bathurst 1928. Royal Hotel (centre), Grand Hotel (right) 

Source: Bathurst District Historical Society Inc 
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National Advocate (Bathurst) 19 June 1894, 2. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/16965658 
 

 

 

Bathurst Free Press and Mining Journal 5 Oct. 1894, 2. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/4836800 

 

 

 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/16965658
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1895 
 

 
National Advocate (Bathurst) 5 Jan. 1895, 2. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/156696909 

 

 
"Late General News." Maitland Daily Mercury (NSW) 19 June 1895, 2.  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article121329902 

 

 

 

1896 
 

 
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/17028414 
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