RICHARD KENNA

AUSTRALIAN VARIETY THEATRE ARCHIVE: RESEARCH NOTES
See last age for citationcopyrightandlast updated details

(1863-1926 Entrepreneur, theatrical showman, publican.

Richard Phillip Kenna father Richard Kenn&nr(18181879) wasan Irishman who came to Australia and went on
to become @rominent and wealthy Bathurstiblican.His son's desire for a career in medicine was thwarted in 1886
when hewas successfully sued for defamation by his father's trustee andedrétempay £480 in cost$his in turn
forcedKenna intobankruptcy With his plars for a career in medicine gorégnnaturned to show business, at first in
Bathurst and later iMelbouine where he ran a theatricajency withJoseph Macmthonin the earlyl890s. Hdater
toured England with a "talking horseindthe USA with fighting kangarodseforereturning to Australia.

From his base in BathurKennasent his own troupes on tourregional centrebefore eventuallyurning to the hotel
tradefull time. After taking over the running of familgwnedGrand Hotein 1902he later gerated and/or owneat

least three other hotelét some stage Kennamoved to Sydney, where he died at his residence at 44 Beach Road,
Darling Point. He was survived by his wife, Louie. The couple had no children.
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See alsoKenna's Empire Minstrels A Macmahon Brothers (Joseph Macmahon)

Among theestablishedshows and tours produced and/or promoted by Kenna WerdAstounding Mystery of
Tholmd' (sideshow act]890) The Zulima Co Variety troupeca. 1896), KennaBmpire Minstrels (190@902).

The 1886 Fowler v Kenndefamation casereated a legal precedent relating to the official capacity of Australian
soldiers serving in conflicts without parliamentary approval. Having lost the law suit Kenna owed FoWler £48
costs. When Fowler discovered that Kenna was about to leave the doujairy the Soudan effort as a dresser
(which he hoped would help prepare the way towards becoming a ddetdrad him arrested. Although Kenna
was eventually released with nbarges against him he missed the boat to the Soudan, and hence faced tt
possilility of being charged with desertion. The matter was subsequently raised in parliament, where it was fou
that Kenna could not be charged with desertion becausmeéhewho elisted did so without the authority of
either Governor or the parliament.

Kenna was involved in a similar situation in 1894 when he was again arrested on suspicion of leaving the coun
- this time while reportedly owing a promissory note. As in tB@6linstance the charge was dismis§sgt below
for further details]

Interestingly, Richard Kenna died on the same day of the year as his father (20 July). Both men were also bur
in 21 June.

The fact that Kennand his three siblings all died thout issueled to his father's considerable fortune being
contested by relatives in Australia. A search for other members of the father's family in Ireland was also carri
out by Richard Kenna SsrtrusteesThe estate still remains unclaimgsteSanda Parker article and Miscellaneous
Notes (belowfor further details]

\ ILASOITIOC EXATT.

KENNA'S EMPIRE MINSTRELS.

GRAND OPENING NIGHT,

TO-NIGET, APRIL 23rd, and SHOW NIGHTS

Bathurst Free Press and Mining Jourrz8 April 1900, 3.

Further Research:
Parker, SandrdadRe veal ed: $132, 000 E s.t'Western Advoeat@BatRuestnNSW) k6 Septn ¢ | a

2013.


https://ozvta.com/troupes-g-l/
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http://www.westernadvocate.com.au/story/1777835/revealed-132000-estate-that-remains-unclaimed/
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THE AMBULANCE CORPS.

Following are the names of those enrolled as mem-
Ambulance Corps:—Gordon, Aitken,
«ddock, | Frederick Long, Sergeaut Shaw, Hospital-Orderly
Rumegan (with the rank of Corporal), Orderly Bullen, |
Orderly Bingham, Gunner Shrimpton, titanners Prit. |
Arthur | chard, Wright, Quinlan, Charles F. Wearne, George
Wilcox, Cloorgoe Trendle, Robert Lloyvd, Thomas
Kelly, Charles Marriolet, ¥rederick Hebden, BDytors, ' the bon
Robert Leslie Kennody, I'rederick William Clark, {ve. 1
d Dow- | Richard Kenna, Alfred O. Trebeck, Will.am Traill, | 4
Hospital sergeant Perey iz in charge
r, Dick | of tho Hospital stores, and has received final in-
Jdward | struotions as to the medical requirements for the vx-
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Yrstexpay afternoon, before Mr. Justice Faucett,
sitting as in chsmbers, Mr. Pilcher, instruoted by
Messre, Lawrence and Rich, appearcd to move that the
writ of ca. sa,, upon which Richard Kenna, the defen-
daot in the action Fowler v. Kenna, had been arrestcd,
should be set aside, snd defendsut discharged. As
etated & fow days ago, the action was tried at Bathurat
in October last, and was one of slander. The plaiotill
obtsined u verdiot, with one farthing damages, and the
Judge granted a oertilicate for costs, which, on taxa-
tion, smounted to £470. Defencant, who is a medical
student, rocestly joimed the Ambulance Corps
of the Soudan contingent as dresser, and on Thureday
was srrested on the writ of ca. sa., which it was now
sought to sot sside on & mumber of grounds, reluting
mainly to Kenna's liability to arrest >r otherwise, and
aleo as to the regularity of the judgment upon which
the writ was issucd. Mr, Salomons, Q.C., and Mr.
Armatrong, instructed by Messrs. Slattery and lieydon,
appeared to oppose the motion. The evidence as to
whether Konns is still a member of the Eoudan con-
tingent was romewhat contradiotory ; and after bearing
lengthy argumonts upon the law ond facta of the
case ,bis Honor said that the summons was obtained
chiefly on the ground that defendant waa a eoldier of
the Soudam e¢xpedition, and as such came upder the
British Mutiny Acts by virtue of our coionial statute,
It was also argued that he was a soldier regularly en-
listed ncder tho authority of the British Government,
Now, eo far, he thought thess grounds were
utterly unmaintainable. It was quite clear that
Kenna was not enrolled in sny way under our
statute 84 Vie, No. 19, and it was quite clear
there had been no legal authority to enrol st all under
that statute, He was not offering any opinion what-
ever as to what might be the constitutional view of this
procesding, and whether or not it ought to bave been
undertaken by the Goverament. lie was merely ex-

prossing his opinion as to the state of the law. It was
quite clear that uuder that statute the Governor, before
eulisting any force, military or naval, must bhave the
suthority of Parliament; be must have the mumber
fized by the suthority of Parliament, and up to that
limit he might ecrol, It wae quite clvar that there
was no autbority for the Governor to enlist men, and
it could hardly be contended that tkese people had been
enlisted under the Act It was not necessary to say
that the money by which these troops would be sus-
tained must be previoualy voted by Parlisment, because
when the section of the Aot was referred to it was found
that the number of men muat be limited to such a
number ss Parliament shall from time to time provide
for. Thereforo it was quite clear that there must be
some previous authority by Parliament fixing and
limiting the number bafore the Governor ocould take
action, The English Mautiny Acts were mot applicable
unless these soldiers were enlisted under Imperial autho-
rity, which he thought could not be maintained for a
momept. There was no evidence brovght before him
to show that these men bad been enlisted under the
authority of the Esgliah Act, and it had not been
shown that the Governor had any aunthority under the
English Aot to enrol them. Xor these reasons he
thought the spplication ought to be dismissed ; but
upon the question as to the regularity of the judgment
upon which the writ of ca. sa. was lssued he would
reserve his decisiom, though be had little doubt that
that ground aleo was not maintainable.
Sydney Morning Heral8 Mar. 1885, 7.
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/1407725
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AN IMPORTAST LEGAL OFINION N
tions made by Mr. Justice Maucott, of New &

Wales, in reference to the sending of ealonial tro

to the Sondan, wiil t s read : 3
with peculiar interest, Sitting in Chamber

waek his Honar heacd an app wion Lo set asidé
writ of en. sa. on which Richard Kenna had ;
J"l"-’.'“l“l'-"‘ the ** Svduey Duly Talegra

Keana, who was a medical student, was the defen
dant in an action for slander brought against bim
by & person named Fowler. The case was tried in

October last st Bathurst, and re ited 1o a verdies
for the plaintiff, damages one f ng. The judge,
howevar, certified fou ts amounting to £470
which together with the ** smallest n
in the realm,” still remain unpaid, Kenn

having enlisted in the Soudan contingent

as & dresser in the Ambulance Corps, Fowler, in
order to prevent his leaving the colony before the
costs, ete, were I'.\i*!, caused him to be arrested by
the sheriff’'s officer, and he wa p wed 1n safe
keeping at Darlinghurst, In giving judgment
Honor decided that Kenna, not

enlisted under the authority of any Parliament,
was not subjected to the provisions of the British
Mutiny Act directly nor indirectly through the
operation of the Act 34 Viet,, No. 19, which regn
lates our local forces. In regard to Kenna and
the other members of the Soudan contingent,
his Honor gaid 1t was q nte clear that thi ) had
not been enrolled under that Statute. He would
not offer an opinion on the action of the Govern-
ment in sending the expedition, except from a
legal standpoint, and to his mind it was guite
clnar that the Governor, before enlisting any force
either military or naval, must have the suthority
of Parliament to snable him to do =0, the legms
lature ;L}*'H'? 7".‘.;“}.’ 'JX!‘ nh?hku'r not to be excesde ‘
in enlistment. Kenna, not having been legally
enrolled, conld be arrested for any debt if he were
about to quit the conntry. As to the ground that
the writ of ca. sa. had been improperly 1ssued, the
mistake was one that could and should be recti
fied. Therefore, on all the grounds taken the ap-
plication made for Kenna's discharge was dis-
missed; with costs. Kenna did not go to the
Soudan

Bendigo AdvertisefVic) 10 Mar. 1885, 2.
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/9068213

: MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT.

Mr. GARLAND moved the gdjournment of the House,
to alténtion toa very injustioe thyt hed been
e E s B

~Enown at thurst, een
for the whio wmp:.tctht time

A large
bed  takén
and that thare were scmso 40 dases as clear ps daylight.

congjsted of whieh weére s by

the prem of the esuntry.
Sydney Morning Heral8 Dec. 1885, 9

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/1404185
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Goulburn Evening Penny Post (NSW : 1881 - 1940) zbout ¥ Thursday 1 July 1886 » 4 Page 4

Surrendera.— Richard Phillip Kenna, lately ot
Bathurst, now a confinee for debt at Darlinghurst,
medical student. Liabilities, £2001 63 10d; assets,
£5. Mr. L. T. Lloyd, official assignee. Joseph
Dela Hunty, of Goulburn, commission sagent.
Liabilities, £219 58 3d ; assets, £13 11s 6d. Mr. 8.

Lyons, official assignee.

Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954) =tcut ¥ Tuesday 14 December 1886 » 4 Page |4
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examination then Terminatod.

Re Richard Philip Kenna. Examination of witnesses.
Mr. Heydon a on behalf of one of the creditors. Mr.
Fowler and Mr. Rich watched the case for theinsolvent. John
J. Sullivan was examined as to his association with the
insolvent in a certain and the amount of remtal
derived therefrom. J. Dalhunty, who collected the
rentals in question, stated that in the gross they amounted,
he believed, to about £50 a month. The examination stands
adjourned till Monday, 28th February, 1887.

INBOLVENCY COURT.—Mowbar.
(Bafery the Cuswe CoWMIBSTONER.)
ADJOURKED BXANINATIONS,

In the estats of Richard Phillip Kenna, adjourned
examinstion, R. P. Kenna nppmm&, and was exsmined
2' Mr. Crick on behalf of certain creditors. He s
at ho Bad put Mr. Pierce Fowler down in his schedule
ss & croditor for £600 for law costs. The sale of oertgin
roperty to Mr. Sullivan was after Mr. Fowler had
ed s writ against him. He was geiting £150 or
£1%0 per year income from that property prior
to the sdle. He had a life interest under his father’s will,
and was 22 years old when he sold it. About two years
the Viotorla Mutual Socfety refused to insure
his life. 1o never amskod the trustees to sanction
the sule. Sullivan paid him £125, and the balance
when the deed was s! . Ho told Sullivan he was Prouod
for money, and got from him, Ho paid Mr. M'Intosh
£100, some other debts out of the same sum. When
he waa in treaty with Bulliven nothing was said about
defestinf Fowler's Iudgnumt in the slander case coming on
srainat (nsolvent at Bathurst, Fad been in gaol for debt
for 15 months. The meeting fhen termimatad,
Sydney Morning Herald Mar. 1886, 3.
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/1398238
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Ye Fayre of yo Olden Time.
_—
A GREAT SUCCESS.
OPENING CEREMONY.

The of a number of the ladies of
Bathurst, for the past six months, might
be said 10 have been completed to-day
when the stroke was put to the
interior of  ye ," in the arrangement
of all that are beautiful to look
upon. It almost incredible that the

interior of a barn-like building could be
transformed into such a place of attrac-

side show which is described
Astounding M of Tholma, ye charm-
ing Phantom of via and ye Gipsy.”
This attraction is placed om the right
hand entrance to the building, and every
atteation will be paid to visitors.

The committee have taken myb,

following citizens for goods supplied, and
lavor given, for the erection of the build.
ings, and the fittings for the gas supply :—

Timber.—W. H. Hudson and A. Kethel

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/4861160
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Grand Hotel, Bathurst (mow demolished)
SourceWestern Advocat@Bathurst)

A Located at the corner dussell and William streefavhere the Knickerbocker Hotel stands tod#ye Grand
Hotel wasconstructed byrichard, Mary, Eleanor and Jamésnna with the view témproving theKenna Family
Estateestate. Building begaim 1890 and contined into 1891. With 40 rooms, 3 drawing rooms, 4 parlours, 3
dining rooms, 2 smoking rooms, snuff room, baffices and shops it was a popular hostellery for visitors to the
city ("Russell Street and Grand Hotel' Bathurst District Historical Society Inc)


http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/4861160
http://www.bathursthistory.org.au/history/39-russell-street-and-grand-hotel
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Looking towards William Street, Bathurst 1928. Royal Hotel (centre), Grand Hotel (right)
Source: Bathurst District Historical Society Inc

18A
Mr. Richard Kenna Returns. Bestwich v. Keasa
. Is Chambers this M:. Jostice
Mr. Richard Kenna, whose fame has | morning |
not been inconsidonbl[{ increased by bis m m.‘m x‘"h“:':‘ ~“ .h.;

connection with an English show, the
chief attraction of which was a * ulhng
horse,’ returned to Bathurst from the
mother country last eveming. Mr.
Kenna since Tng bere has passed
over an immensity of old-world ter-
ritory, ehiefly in the States of America—
where he took some fighting ksngaroos
at the time of the World’s Fair—and
England, where he bas been doing
the business stated. Needless to say, his
genial presence in Bathurst again re-
minds his many friends of those times
whiel), in these fleeting days, are old in
two years,

National AdvocatéBathurst) 19 June 1894, 2.
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/16965658

bhad uo wtention of leaving the colony, aud ac-
cordingly set amde the writ with costs.
Bathurst Free Press and Mining JourraOct. 1894, 2.
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/4836800
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National AdvocatéBathurst) 5 Jan. 1895, 2.
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/156696909

"Late General News Maitland Daily Mercury(NSW) 19 June 1895, 2.
http://nla.gov.au/nla.newarticle 121329902
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