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ARTHUR TINSLEY 
 

(ca. 1865-1894) English-born comedian, character singer. 
 

Arthur Tinsley came out to Australia from England in mid-1893 hoping that the climate might alleviate his 

consumption. According to Sydney's Daily Telegraph, he had been stricken with the illness the previous May. A huge 

benefit tendered to him at the Canterbury Theatre, London, soon afterwards provided the means for him to travel to 

the Antipodes. "He was by then in such bad shape that he had to be carried on board the steamer," notes the 

Telegraph's writer ("Death," 4). With his health having improved during the voyage Tinsley sought and was granted an 

engagement to appear on Harry Rickards' circuit, starting with a season Sydney's Tivoli Theatre.  
 

Arthur Tinsley made his Australian debut on 16 August as the headline 

attraction. Also on the bill were Noni and Kate Rickards, Horace St 

George, Will Akarman, Fred Davys, Georgie Devoe, Alf Lawton, Clara 

Spencer, Arthur Farley, and McKisson and Kearns. He remained at the 

Tivoli, albeit with a few short health breaks, up until 3 November, and then 

returned for the Tivoli's Christmas season. Among others he appeared 

alongside during his Tivoli engagement were American minstrel, Billy 

Emerson, Pope and Sayles, the Leslie Brothers, Charlie Fanning, Will 

Bovis and Gus Franks, Steve Adson, and Blanche Montague. 
 

Early in the New Year the comedian had a relapse and was forced to spend 

several weeks confined to his bed in the Grosvenor Hotel passed away on 

21 January 1894. He was reportedly aged only twenty-nine. During his last 

days Tinsley was looked after by both Rickards and his wife, the latter 

spending a good of time with him. Knowing that his days were now 

numbered he made a will and asked that the Rickards forward his few 

possessions to his mother. Although single, he was said to have been 

engaged to a woman back in England. Tinsley was interred in Sydney's 

Waverley Cemetery.  
 

Arthur Tinsley's career in England saw him spend a long probation as a 

provincial chorus singer before getting a big break that allowed to become 

an "overnight" celebrity. The Australian Star records in this respect that 

Tinsely had been lifted from obscurity by George MacDermott who offered 

him  a  turn  at the  Pavillion,  London.  "From that time the young singer's  

name was made. Success followed success, and Tinsley, now in the van of his business, began to feel the killing 

effects of an overdose of prosperity. Then his health gave way, and Australia was looked to for restoration." The Star 

obituary goes on to record: 
 

[Tinsley's] arrival here and his instantaneous success at the Tivoli under 

Mr Rickards' management are matters of which every theatre-goer is 

aware. Then the song was ended, and the laugh dies out when the 

malady unchecked compelled [him] to relinquish duty ("Death," 3). 
 

Among Tinsley's big hits as a comic singer were "You're a Liarty," "The 

Rich Man and the Poor Man," and "Never Share Your Lodgings with a 

Pal." 
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TINY TOWN 
 

(1911-1913) In 1911 Beaumont Smith purchased a European 

variety troupe comprising small people. Known as "Tiny Town," 

and invariably referred to as midgets, the troupe comprised singers, 

dancers, actors, acrobats, jugglers, strength acts, illusionists etc. 

After touring Australia, Smith departed for South Africa in mid to 

late-1912, playing more than 50 towns under canvas. Africa was 

followed by Europe, Canada, and the USA prior to returning to 

Australia some 12 months later for a series of brief engagements 

with a re-organised troupe. In all the company travelled more than 

40,000 miles in its return to Sydney. 
 

See also: Beaumont Smith 
 

Further Reference:  
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  This same article was republished in other Australian newspapers. See for example: "Beaumont Smith Back: Travels of Tiny 

Town." Mail (Adelaide) 20 Sept. (1913), 13. 
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20 July 1912, 32. 
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21 Oct. 1911, 11. 
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