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aka  George C. Gibbon s 
 

Singer (baritone), business manager/agent, entrepreneur, venue manager. 
 

In the mid to late-1870s George Clarke Gibbons was an actor/singer and secretary with Melbourne's Pioneer Dramatic 

Association. He later handled the business arrangements for touring companies, including D'Orsey Ogden (1878), the 

Blondenette Lady Minstrels (1879), Baker and Farron (1879), C.B. Hicks (1880, Uncle Tom's Cabin tour), the 

Mohawk Minstrels, the Comets, and toured with the Nightingale Serenaders and Nightingale Minstrels as a performer 

(all 1882). He leased Sydney's Alhambra Music Hall (presenting Gibbon's Minstrels) and took over the management 

of the Bondi Aquarium in 1894. His last known theatrical endeavour was a season at Sydney's Temperance Hall in 

late-1895 with a revived Nightingale Serenaders.  
 

Å Little is known of Gibbons life and career between 1882 and 1894, and again between 1896 and late-1898. He is 

believed to moved away from theatrical management in 1898, initially purchasing the Parramatta Sale Yards, and 

the following year starting up his own business as an "Auctioneer, Estate and General Commission Agent."  
 

GIBBONS ' MINSTRELS  
 

(ca. 1894-95)  Gibbons' Minstrels was associated exclusively with Sydney's Alhambra Music Hall between 19 May 

and late-July 1894, the venue having been leased and managed by George Clarke Gibbons. Under his direction the 

company presented a typical minstrel programme, with particular emphasis being placed on "scenic" first parts. The 

opening show, for example, featured "Our Seaside Picnic." Among the artists engaged were: J.S. Whitworth, Carlton 

and Sutton, the Fanning Sisters, Solomon Sisters, a young Charles Ridgway (later known as Charlie Vaude), Dan 

Tracey, Hosea Easton, Harry Cowan, Katie Towers, Horace Copeland, George Shaw, Will Johnson, Dan Cusack, and 

the Marvelines (aerial unicycle act).  
 

 

NIGHINGALE SERENADERS  [2 ] 
 

aka Gibbons Minstrels  
 

(1895-1896) George Gibbons revived the Nightingale Serenader's name for a brief season of minstrelsy at Sydney's 

Temperance Hall (Pitt St) over Christmas 1895 (none of the earlier company were involved).  Described in the Sydney 

Morning Herald as "a very cheap and enjoyable class of entertainment" (26 Dec. 1895, 5), the line-up included G.H. 

Jones (comic singer), Herbert Sherwin (tenor), Little Harry Bysack (wire-walker), Wallie Clair (coster impersonator), 

Eva Leete (serio-comic), C. Ross, J. Edmonds, Tessie Cleveland, and Misses R. Belmont, Clifford, and Auria. The 

music director was R. Stynes. Also referred to as Gibbon's Minstrels, the company started its season on 21 December 

and finished in the New Year.  
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1878 
 

 
Argus (Melbourne) 5 Nov. 1878, 8. 

 

 
Geelong Advertiser (Vic) 2 Dec. 1878, 3. 

 

 

 

 

 



1879 
 

Ʒ  See also: The Blondenette Lady Minstrels 
 

Melbourne 

 
Argus (Melbourne) 10 Jan. 1879, 8. 

Sydney 

 
Evening News (Sydney) 25 Feb. 1879, 3. 

 

 

 

 

 
Sydney Morning Herald 17 Mar. 1879, 2. 

 

 
Brisbane Courier 21 Apr. 1879, 3. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/73548 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ozvta.com/troupes-a-f/
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/73548


1880 
 

 
cont... 

South Australian Advertiser (Adelaide) 29 Jan. 1880, 6. 
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Adelaide Observer 17 Jan. 1880, 16. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/18908501 
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1882 
 

Echuca (Vic) 

 
Riverine Herald (Echuca, Vic) 15 Feb. 1882, 3. 

 

 

Goulburn (NSW) 

 
Goulburn Herald (NSW) 23 Mar. 1882, 3. 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

Grafton (NSW) 

 
Clarence and Richmond Examiner and New England 

Advertiser (Grafton, NSW) 4 July 1882, 3. 
 

 

Melbourne 

 
 

 
Fitzroy City Press (Melbourne) 16 Sept. 1882, 3. 
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1884 
 

 
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/268711 
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1894 
 

 
Sydney Morning Herald 16 Mar 1894, 2. 
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Truth (Sydney) 13 May 1894, 2. 
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