
ARCADIA THEATRE: 2 (St Kilda, Melbourne) 
 

aka Wickliffe House / Wyckliffe Theatre / Dandies Theatre / Diggers' Theatre 
 

(1912-1926) 9 Upper Esplanade (northern corner of Pollington Street) 
 

In 1912 the building known as Wickliffe House was converted into a café with an open-air theatre 

situated out the back. Named the Arcadia Theatre (after a previous St Kilda venue), it operated as a live 

entertainment venue, largely between late-spring and mid-autumn, for fourteen years. By the 1920s it had 

also become a popular venue for wedding breakfasts (and occasional weddings), dances, private 

functions, and social events. The two most prominent companies to be associated with the Arcadia were 

Edward Branscombe's Dandies (1912-1917) and the Famous Diggers (1920-1923). The last troupe to play 

there was the Court Cards in early 1926.   
 

Located on the corner of Pollington Street and the 

former Upper  Esplanade (now the Esplanade), St 

Kilda's second Arcadia Theatre was built in 1878 as a 

residential home by John Dickson Wyselaskie (1818-

1883). He named it Wickliffe House after the rural 

Victorian township.
1
 Information accompanying the 

engraving by Charles Cook [right] indicates that it was 

the residence of Mrs. M.J.A. Horner in the mid to late-

1888s. In 1905 the Royal Yacht Club of Victoria took 

over the lease and converted it into its first club house. 

When the lease expired in 1912 the R.Y.C.V. moved 

into the city, allowing Edward Branscombe to relocate 

his operations from the first Arcadia Theatre (22 

Esplanade). Branscombe's appropriation of the name 

Arcadia was likely an attempt to provide continuity 

between the two ventures. In the lead-up to 

Branscombe's arrival, an open-air venue was 

established at the rear, while the ground floor was 

converted into a café.  The entrepreneur and his wife 

lived on the upper level until they separated in 1915.  
 

 
 

The Esplanade, St Kilda, circa 1900 

Wickliffe House is to the left of the pier (directly under the words "Pier and"). Source: Port Phillip City Collection 
 

1912-1913:  Edward Branscombe opened his new Arcadia Theatre on 28 October 1912 with one of his newly formed 

Dandies costume comedy companies. Eventually numbering six in all, each of the troupes would soon be identified by 

colour. While this troupe was never identified by colour during the first Arcadia season, its nucleolus later became 

known as the Green Dandies.
2
 Interestingly, two of artists engaged, Ben Calvert (tenor) and Herbert Walton 

(comedian), were well-known to the locals having appeared at the first Arcadia earlier in the year with the Jesters (aka 

                                                           
1
  The house is sometimes erroneously spelled Wickcliffe in newspapers and some secondary sources. A prominent merino 

grazier, Wyselaskie established his 64,000 acre (25,000 ha) property Narrapumelap near the township of Wickliffe. For further 

details see J. Ann Hone "Wyselaskie, John Dickson (1818–1883)" in the Australian Dictionary of Biography. 
2
  See Historical Notes and Correction for more information.  

 
 

Wickliffe House, ca. 1887  

Albert Charles Cooke (1836-1902).  

Source: Antique Print and Map Room 
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Edward Branscombe's Jesters). The opening line-up was further strengthened by such artists as: Dorothy Manning 

(soprano), Arthur Mack (humorist), Renn Miller (basso), Florence Henderson (soubrette), Tessa Byrne (contralto), 

Harry Graham (comedian), and Fred Monument (baritone). The troupe's manager was Nigel Brock. 
 

 
 

Punch (Melbourne) 19 Dec. 1912, 27. 
 

In its report on the Arcadia's premiere Punch noted:  
 

The theatre is splendidly appointed, the stage being spacious and most effectively lighted and decorated, whilst 

the auditorium, which slopes so that all can see well throughout, is comfortably equipped. A canvas roof has 

been specially designed in case of adverse weather, and Mr. Branscombe has left no stone unturned to provide- a 

delightful entertainment and rendezvous for the public. A restaurant will shortly be opened in connection with 

"Arcadia" for the convenience of visitors.
3
 

 

A few weeks later the same newspaper recorded: 
 

The attendances at Arcadia, St. Kilda, since the opening night, have been very large, the company having scored 

an instantaneous success by reason of the excellence of their various items. The programme is changed on 

Mondays and Thursdays, so that, there are frequent novelties provided. The canvas roof has proved most 

effective in the adverse weather, and visitors have their comforts catered for in every detail. The tea rooms and 

restaurant in conjunction with Arcadia are open, and refreshments are sorted in first-rate style, dinner and supper 

parties being very popular.
4
  

 
 

 
 

Table Talk (Melbourne) 10 Oct. 1912, 5.  
 

 
 

Punch (Melbourne) 31 Oct.1912, 47. 

 

 
 

Prahran Telegraph (Melbourne) 28 June 1913, 6. 

                                                           
3
  "The Dandies." Punch (Melbourne) 31 Oct. 1912, 48. 

4
  "The Dandies." Punch (Melbourne) 7 Nov. 1912, 48. 
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The first season of entertainment at the Arcadia, which was originally slated to end in mid-April 1913, continued 

through until 5 May courtesy of a delayed start of the cold weather. As was the case with the Jesters the previous year, 

the Dandies then transferred to the Athenaeum, opening there on 13 May. In a speech given at the end of the final 

show, Nigel Brock told the audience that the Dandies had performed at the Arcadia for 27 unbroken weeks and had 

presented 458 different numbers to an estimated 101,500 patrons. He further stated that the availability of a canvas 

awning during inclement weather meant that the theatre had not closed for even one night during the season, and that 

al fresco work was clearly "not injurious to the voice" because "not one artiste had missed a single performance."
5
  

 

Advertising in the Prahran Telegraph indicates that the Arcadia still continued to operate as a cafe and private supper 

rooms during the winter and spring months, while also serving as a ballroom on occasions. During this period, too, it 

reverted back to its original name, Wickliffe House. 
  

1913-1914:  Edward Branscombe's second season of costume 

comedy entertainment at the Arcadia ran from 18 October 

1913 to early May 1914 with a Dandies company headed by 

English comedian Claude Dampier. Others in the troupe 

included Hilda Lane, Evelyn Ward, Irene Vere, Oliver 

Peacock, Gavin Wood, George Morgan, and Leonard Griffiths 

(pianist).
6
 Although advertising referred to the troupe only as 

the Dandies, most reviews identified its colour as red. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

1914-1915:  The Arcadia's third season, presented again by the Green Dandies, ran from 1 October 1914 until 3 May 

1915. The line-up comprised newcomer and baritone Colville Dunn, along with stalwarts Florence Henderson, 

Dorothy Manning, Herbert Walton, Ben Calvert, Renn Miller, Arthur Mack, Tessa Byrne, and Harry Graham. The 

pianist was William Spiers. For this season, too, advertising identified Nigel Brock as the director. 
 

1915-1916:  On 13 October 1915 Edward Branscombe's Orange Dandies opened the fourth Arcadia Theatre season. 

The line-up comprised Ethel Walker (soprano), Linda Bradford (contralto), Naomi McQuoin (soubrette), George 

Taylor (baritone/comedian), Harry Webster (comedian), Roland Henry (monologist), Peter Gordon (tenor), Andrew 

Pace (tenor/comedian), and Fred Whaite (pianist).  
 

In a significant change by management the Orange Dandies remained in St Kilda only until 27 November, some six 

weeks. The troupe was then succeeded by the Violet Dandies, which opened its account three nights later.  The 

Violet's line-up comprised Rosina Palmerston (singer/mandolin), Kate Checkett (singer), Dorothy Gardner 

(comedienne), George Brooke (singer), Howard Hall (singer), Cuthbert Rose (comedian), Mr Collins, Mr Brown, 

George Titchener (comedian), and pianist Edward Cahill. Following the close of the season on 20 April 1916, the 

troupe undertook a short regional tour and then disbanded.
7
  

 

On Saturday 22 April, two nights after the Violet Dandies final 

show the Arcadia played host to the Nippers, the first non-

Dandies troupe to play there. It also marked the first time that 

Nigel Brock's company (Nigel Brock Pty Ltd) was identified in 

connection with the venue. Described in a review of the opening 

night as "a clever company of youngsters [which] surprised an 

interested with the talent they displayed,"
8
 the Nippers appeared 

until 10 May. 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
5
  "Close of the Dandies' Season." Prahran Telegraph (Melbourne) 10 May 1913, 5.  

6
  An exact closing night in May 1914 is yet to be determined. An article published in the Prahran Telegraph on Saturday 9 

May indicates that the Arcadia would close in a few days but no other information has yet been located ("St Kilda by the Sea: 

Winter Season," 7). 
7
  "The Dandies." Table Talk (Melbourne) 20 Apr. 1916, 5.  

8
  "The Nippers." Age (Melbourne) 24 Apr. 1916, 10.  

 

Winner (Melbourne) 26 Apr. 1916, 10. 

 

 
 

 

Opening night of the Arcadia Theatre's 2nd season (1913-1914) 

Prahran Telegraph (Melbourne) 18 Oct. 1913, 7. 
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1916-1917:  The Arcadia Theatre's 1916/1917 season, still under the management of Nigel Brock, opened on 14 

October with Edward Branscombe's Pink Dandies. The company's members were Lalla Ward (soprano), Ida Newton 

(comedienne), Pearlie McKenzie (soubrette), Robert Agnew (tenor), Marshall Lawrence (baritone), Ford Waltham 

(basso), Harry De Roebeck (comedian), Joseph Brennan (comedian), and William Spiers (piano). Regular Pinks 

member, John Campbell (basso/comedian), was temporarily replaced for the first few weeks by Ben Calvert after 

being hospitalised.
9
 

 

 
 

Table Talk (Melbourne) 12 Oct. 1916, 24. 
 

The season also saw the permanent introduction of a small orchestra, to both accompany the performers and to play 

prior to the commencement of each show and during intervals. The Prahran Telegraph further records that a pit was 

build in front of the stage in order to both reduce the increased sound level and to make sure that the band did not 

obstruct the view of the audience. 
 

When the musical costume companies and their auditoriums at St. Kilda were small, a piano was sufficient 

accompaniment. But the merrymakers have expanded in numbers, and the buildings have grown year by year, 

until orchestral accompaniments have been necessary to enable the larger audiences to get the full value of the 

voices on the stage - for an 'orchestra' is to the voice what the landscape of a painting is to the figures in the 

foreground. Seven performers fill the orchestral pit, and the baton is in the hands of Professor Burnett, a man of 

Kent, who went to India many years ago and became a bandmaster in the British Army in that country... St. 

Kilda people had just a touch of Professor Burnett's qualities at Arcadia last season, and also of those of his two 

clever sons (violin and 'cello).
10

 
 

In a "St Kilda by the Sea" column published in March the following year, the Telegraph journalist notes that Professor 

Burnett and his orchestra had by then become "an established feature" of the shows.11
 The season, which ended on the 

last day of that same month, was to be the last by a Dandies company.  
 

During the course of 1917 Edward Branscombe disbanded the various troupes under his control and contracted his 

theatrical activities to a single company. This venture, which involved reviving his Troubadours concept, kicked off at 

the Lyric Theatre in St Kilda on 3 November.
12

 In this respect he soon went head to head with his former manager 

Nigel Brock, who still controlled the Arcadia's entertainment. Interestingly, the Prahran Telegraph records that Brock 

undertook some significant alterations to the theatre in the lead-up to spring 1917/autumn 1918 season. Chief among 

these was the removal of the oval lining of the stage which had provided good acoustics at the expense of backdrops 

and scenery and new performance space. The entrance was also repositioned and remodelled so that patrons entered 

and exited from the front and via the side of Wickliffe House rather than from entrances and exits on the Esplanade 

and Pollington Street. "New seating... principally of the wide, comfortable, garden seat variety and a new canvas roof" 

were other noticeable improvements.
13

 To a large degree these improvements were vital in terms of maintaining the 

Arcadia's reputation as one of St Kilda's leading theatres, especially given the increasing competition over the previous 

few years. Indeed by late-1917, the venues for live entertainment in the suburb also included (in addition to the  Lyric), 

the Follies (The Serenaders), and the Pavilion (aka the Pierrots Pavilion, which played host the Bon Bons). The Questa 

Tea Gardens at 21 Esplanade had also started offering live entertainment. 
 

                                                           
9
  "St. Kilda by the Sea" Prahran Telegraph (Melbourne) 14 Oct.  1916, 5.  

10
  Ibid, 5. 

11
  "St. Kilda by the Sea." Prahran Telegraph (Melbourne) 10 Mar. 1917, 4.  

12
  For the following Sydney season the company reverted to its famous old name - The Scarlet Troubadours. 

13
  "St Kilda by the Sea." Prahran Telegraph (Melbourne) 8 Dec. 1917, 3.  
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1917-1918:  The sixth season to be presented at the Arcadia began on 3 December 1917 with Walter Emerson's 

costume comedy company, the Humouresks. The line-up comprised Emerson, Gwen Hasto, George Walker and Fay 

Bunting (the Caleys), Bert and Evelyn Dudley
14

 (the Dudleys), Will Rollow, Margaret Daraugh, Therese Sebire, 

Evelyn McIntosh, Leslie Jeffcott and Stanley Jones. Billed as being "from London," the troupe in fact comprised a 

combination of artists from English circles (including ex-pats) and some born in Australia. The Humouresks remained 

in St Kilda until 9 March 1918, and then travelled to Adelaide where they opened at the Austral Gardens. The 

following month Wickliffe House (including its cafe, theatre and self-contained flat) was put up for sale. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

        Age (Melbourne) 16 May 1918, 10.  

 

 

 

 
Prahran Telegraph (Melbourne) 8 Dec. 1917, 3. 

 
 

 

As with previous years Wickliffe House played host to a number of private functions (including wedding breakfasts), 

and dances during the late-autumn and early spring period. On several occasions, too, the Maison Windeyer beauty 

parlour chain put on Cinderella dances at the venue (24 Aug. and 21 Oct.). 
 

 
 

Girls of Maison Windeyer Beauty Parlours Hold Cinderella Dance 

Flashlight at Wickliffe House, St. Kilda on August 24. 

Table Talk (Melbourne) 5 Sept. 1918. 14. Picture by T. Humphrey & Co. 

 

1918-1919:  The Humouresks returned to the Arcadia for the following spring-autumn season but this time under the 

control of Will Rollow. The troupe, which had recently completed an engagement at Perth's Shaftesbury Theatre, 

opened on 21 December and continued through until sometime in March 1919. A feature of the first December and 

early January shows was a potted pantomime based on the Cinderella story. The troupe's initial line-up still featured 

Rollow and the Dudleys (from the Emerson-led period), with newcomers being Millie Langley, Nathalie Muir, Nellie 

McGuire, May Cornish, Rene McGuire, Gerald Massey, John McGowan, Leslie Sanders. Advertising in January 1919 

indicates that May Lyle and May Downs possibly replaced Millie Langley and May Cornish. The shows were also 

bolstered at that time by Manzoni ("the world's greatest mandolinist").
15

 

 

                                                           
14

  Evelyn Dudley was sometimes referred to as Edyth. 
15

  Cited "Music and Drama." Argus (Melbourne) 23 Dec. 1918, 8; and Table Talk (Melbourne) 30 Jan. 1919, 24 (advert). 
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1919-1920:  Melbourne periodical, Table Talk records in early October 1919 that Leonard Davis had recently taken up 

a three year lease of the Arcadia Theatre, and planned to shortly open there with a costume comedy company.
16

 This 

occurred on the 25
th
 when the Gay Arcadians opened its account. The surprisingly strong line-up included Harold 

Parkes (baritone),
17

 Maude Perman (soubrette), Mona Thomas (mezzo soprano), Stanley Allen (tenor), May 

McMurtrie (dancer), the Orpheon Trio (instrumentalists), Volina (violinist), and comedians Harry Webster, George 

Livingstone and Will Rhodesbury. A ballet called the Eight Primroses also appeared in vaudeville items, sketches and 

short musical comedies or refined burlesques. This eighth season ended on 5 April, with the Arcadians headed south 

for engagements in Tasmania. 
 

1920-1923:  The ninth season of entertainment at the Arcadia heralded one of the venue's most popular - especially by 

a single company. In this respect the Famous Diggers, headed by comedian Pat Hanna, held court at the theatre for six 

consecutive seasons over three years beginning on 16 October 1920 and ending on 3 April 1923. Each of these seasons 

ran from October to April. 
 

The Famous Diggers came to St Kilda following the conclusion of their Australian tour for J.C. Williamson's. The last 

shows for the Firm were staged in Tasmania. For the Arcadia season, the first to be staged under the management of 

Pat Hanna, the company was expanded with the inclusion of female performers, and in this respect the format of the 

shows shifted away from a military concert company to more of a costume comedy combination.
18

 However, even 

though women artists were now prominent members of the company, the Diggers still continued the tradition of 

presenting turns and sketches with a female impersonator. The line-up to appear at the Arcadia in 1920 comprised 

Hanna, Lance Fairfax, Sydney Exton, Roy Simpson, Norman French, George Long, Chris Kilner, Johnny Marks, Will 

Crawford, Victor Cross, Charles Stewart; and newcomers Clarice Norman and Ethel Hartley. George Long was the 

troupe's specialist female impersonator. It its review of the opening week the Prahran Telegraph records: 
 

Patrons of St. Kilda by the sea are very fortunate this year in having the Famous Diggers showing for the 

summer season.... The show at Arcadia consists largely of a musical entertainment, solos, part songs, vaudeville 

business, but it is all dashed with digger humour, and skits on the soldier life of the Dinkums. In this way the 

how is unique, and as long as the digger humour is kept well to the fore it is very probable the artistes will not 

lack for what they have had hitherto, 'capacity houses.' The play bill itself is full of the spice of humour that 

cheered the lads in camp, and made them emphatic in their negative to the question. 'Are we downhearted?' The 

Diggers are an even lot, and the talent is of a high order...
19

 
 

Over the course of the three years the Famous Diggers line-up saw a succession 

of changes as performers departed and were replaced. For male performers the 

prerequisite for being engaged was overseas military service. Among these 

newcomers were Bobbie Pearce and Clyde Fields. Among the female 'recruits' 

were Gwen Malone, Rosa d'Arcy and sisters Jessie and Hilda Meadows. Jessie 

meadows was later known as Mrs Pat Hanna.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
16

  "Seaside St. Kilda." Table Talk (Melbourne) 2 Oct. 1919, 24. Leonard Davis had previously been associated with Perth's 

entertainment industry, notably as lessee/producer at the Palace Gardens (formerly Cremorne Gardens). He has also been linked to 

the Theatre Royal (Perth) and Cremorne (Kalgoorlie). 
17

  A former Pink Dandies artist, Harold Parkes had for several years been working professionally as George Edwards - the 

name by which he is best remembered today (and especially for his radio career as the "man of a thousand voices"). It is unclear 

why he returned to using his birth name for this engagement.  
18

  "Social." Table Talk (Melbourne) 30 Sept. 1920, 29. This brief article records that one of the new female artists was Pearlie 

McKenzie. However no evidence has been found to indicate that that McKenzie was ever a member of the troupe. In this respect 

only two female performers appeared with the Famous Diggers in late-1920, these being Clarice Norman and Ethel Hartley. 
19

  "The Famous Diggers. A Splendid Company." Prahran Telegraph (Melbourne) 30 Oct. 1920, 8.  

  

 Jewish Herald (Melbourne)  

 10 Dec. 1920, 8. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George Long and Norman French 

Table Talk (Melbourne)  

20 Jan. 1921, 26. 
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1923-1924:  For the first time since Wickliffe House had been converted into the Arcadia Theatre the venue did not 

offer a season of entertainment over the concluding months of a year. Indeed no performances have been identified 

with the Arcadia until late-February 1924, when Orchid Productions,
20

 in association with John Carroll, presented the 

Idlers there. Interestingly, this year also marked the beginning of Wickliffe House's increasing attraction as a venue 

for functions - notably wedding, wedding breakfasts, club dinners and dances. This is evidenced by an increase in both 

advertising and reports published within the social pages of various Melbourne newspapers.
21

  
 

 
 

Age (Melbourne) 18 Feb. 1924, 16.  
 

The Idlers combination, which comprised several former Famous Diggers - notably Syd Exton, Chris Kilner, Clifton 

Binks,
22

 and the Glengarry Quartet - opened its account at the Arcadia (aka "late Diggers' Theatre) on 20 February 

1924. Other members of the troupe included Young and Rogers, Jackie Woods (comedian) and Joe Cook ("of 

Australia House"). Unfortunately there is currently no indication of how long the season lasted. 
 

 

 
cont... 

 
 

Australasian (Melbourne) 23 Feb. 1924, 46.  
 

 

 
cont... 

 
 

Weekly Times (Melbourne) 22 Mar. 1924, 74.  
 

 

Another non-theatrical matter to occur in early 1924 was the publication of advertisements in Melbourne newspapers 

inviting tenders for a five year lease of Wickliffe House. The offer, which was made by the Trustees, Executors and 

Agency Company Ltd on behalf of the estate of the late Mrs E.R. Dinsmore, provided options for a lease of the entire 

complex, or in part - (a) Wickliffe House, Cafe and Ballroom; and (b) The Theatre at the Rear.
23

 The winning tender 

or tenders is yet to be identified. 
 

In a return to normal operations the Arcadia reopened for the summer season on 6 December 1924 with Colin Crane's 

Topics of 1925 Company. His lease (or sub-lease) of the theatre was one of several management changes within the St 

Kilda entertainment cluster that year, the others being the Pierrot Pavilion and the Lyric Theatre, along with the 

opening of the new Memorial Hall in Acland Street.
24

  Interestingly, advertising for the venue from December 1924 

onwards identifies it as the Wickliffe Theatre (or sometimes simply as Wickliffe House). 

                                                           
20

  Orchid Productions was likely a company headed by Melbourne writer, George Breston. As "Orchid," he was one of the 

main script writers for the Famous Diggers during the early-1920s. 
21

  See for example reports and advertising in the Argus, Australasian, Herald, Table Talk and Weekly Times. 
22

  Please note, the advertisement above erroneously identifies Clifton Binks as Clifton and Banks. 
23

  See for example "Wickliffe House." Argus (Melbourne) 22 Mar. 1924, 29. Advert (column 4). 
24

  "Same Old St. Kilda." Table Talk (Melbourne) 6 Nov. 1924, 39.  
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Offering a similar style of entertainment as the previous 

companies, the Topics of 1925, shows typically featured 

choruses, vocal and piano solos, sketches and a range of 

comedy pieces. One of the highlights of the opening week 

was reportedly a scene from Faust, with Dora Warby, James 

Foran, and Colin Crane as Marguerite, Faust and Mephisto. 

Others in the troupe were Iris Ackworth, Ada Campbell, 

Margot Bletsoe, Ethel Money, Victor Gouriet, Stud Foley, 

Victor Wise, and A.G. Wise. The orchestra was under the 

direction of Lou Weichard. 
 

1925-1926:  The Topics of 1925 season ended on 1 April, and thereafter served primarily as a private function venue 

until December.
25

  
 

The final entertainment season at Wickliffe House was 

presented by a company called The Court Cards from 2 

December 1925 until late-February 1926. The performers 

identified were Maynard Larkin (London comedian), Velerie 

Walsh, Rene Hill, Joan Bevan, Zoe Allison, Charles Bradley, 

Russell Callow, Robert Jackson and A.G. Spry. George 

Pownell was the music director.
26

 Details regarding the troupe's 

proprietor and/or manager are yet to be ascertained, as is the 

date of the last show. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Although Wickliffe House continued to operate as a function house beyond 1927 a decision to discontinue the live 

public entertainments appears to have been reached by September 1926. From around the q3th of that month the 

owners or proprietors began advertising the sale by auction of two upright pianos, theatre chairs, soda fountain, glass 

and crockery as well as other cafe and household furnishings.
27

 Late the following month the Prahran Telegraph 

reported that the St Kilda Council had granted permission or a petrol filling station to be established on part of the 

property, with this having presumably been sold to the station's operator A.B. Howitt.
28

 Newspaper advertising 

indicates, however, that the house still continued to trade as a function venue for some time afterwards.  
 

Wickliffe House was situated for many years 

alongside an Ampol service station before being 

demolished in the late-1950s to make room for an 

expanded service station. Since the late 1970s it has 

been occupied by a 15 story block of units called 

Arrandale. 

 
 

 

                                                           
25

  See for example: "Personal." Argus (Melbourne) 1 Apr. 1925, 21; "Family Notices" Australasian (Melbourne) 4 Apr.  1925, 

57; "St Peters' Old Collegians." Table Talk (Melbourne) 2 July 1925, 31; "Melbourne Club." Argus (Melbourne) 21 Oct. 1925, 19; 

"Wickliffe House Dance." Table Talk (Melbourne) 13 Aug. 1925, 32; and "Five Hostesses Entertain: Dance at Wickliffe House." 

Table Talk (Melbourne) 27 Aug. 1925, 18. 
26

  "The Court Cards." Argus (Melbourne) 30 Nov. 1925, 14; "The Court  Cards: Opening Night at St Kilda." Age (Melbourne) 3 

Dec. 1925, 12.  
27

  Argus (Melbourne) 13 Sept. 1926, 2.  
28

  "News of the Week." Prahran Telegraph (Melbourne) 29 Oct. 1926, 4.  

 
 

Herald (Melbourne) 3 Feb. 1925, 9. 

 

 
 

Table Talk (Melbourne) 6 Aug. 1925, 5.  

 

 
 

Herald (Melbourne) 9 Jan. 1926, 9.  
 

 

Table Talk (Melbourne) 15 Dec. 1927, 71.  
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ca. 1950  

Photo by Colin Caldwell. State Library of Victoria. 
 

 

 
 

ENGAGEMENTS CHRONOLOGY 
 

1912: EDWARD BRANSCOMBE Ltd  [Green]
29

 Dandies (28 Oct. - 31 Dec.). 
 

1913: EDWARD BRANSCOMBE Ltd  [Green] Dandies (1 Jan. - 5 May)  •  Red Dandies (18 Oct. - 31 Dec.). 
 

1914: EDWARD BRANSCOMBE Ltd  Red Dandies (1 Jan. - ca. May)  •  Green Dandies 1 Oct. - 31 Dec.). 
 

1915: EDWARD BRANSCOMBE Ltd  Green Dandies (1 Jan. - 3 May)  •  Orange Dandies (13 Oct. - 27 Nov.)   

  •  Violet Dandies (30 Nov. - 31 Dec.). 
 

1916: NIGEL BROCK Pty Ltd in assoc. with Edward Branscombe Violet Dandies (1 Jan. - 20 Apr.)  •  NIGEL BROCK  

  Pty Ltd  The Nippers (22 Apr. - 10 May  •  NIGEL BROCK Pty Ltd in assoc. with Edward Branscombe Pink  

  Dandies (14 Oct. - 31 Dec.). 
 

1917: NIGEL BROCK Pty Ltd in assoc. with Edward Branscombe Pink Dandies (1 Jan. - 31 Mar.)  •  NIGEL BROCK  

  Pty Ltd  Walter Emerson's Humouresks (3-31 Dec.). 
 

1918:  NIGEL BROCK Pty Ltd Walter Emerson's Humouresks (1 Jan. -  9 Mar.)  •  NIGEL BROCK Pty Ltd   

  Will Rollow's Humoresks (21-31 Dec.).  
 

1919:  NIGEL BROCK Pty Ltd Will Rollow's Humoresks (1 Jan. - ca. Mar.)  •  LEONARD DAVIS   Gay  

  Arcadians (25 Oct. - 31 Dec.).  
 

1920: LEONARD DAVIS Gay Arcadians (1 Jan. - 5 Apr.)  ► PAT HANNA Famous Diggers (16 Oct. - 31 Dec.). 
 

1921:   PAT HANNA Famous Diggers (1 Jan. - 8 Apr.)   •  PAT HANNA  

  Famous Diggers  (20 Oct. - 31 Dec.). 
 

1922:   PAT HANNA Famous Diggers (1 Jan. - 19 Apr.)  •  PAT HANNA  

  Famous Diggers (28 Oct. - 31 Dec.).  
 

1923: PAT HANNA Famous Diggers (1 Jan. - 3 Apr.).    [NB: No spring/summer  

  season identified for 1923] 
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  Square brackets [  ] indicate that this Dandies company was not officially recognised  

by a colour during its Arcadia season. See "Historical Notes and Corrections" for further  

details.   
 

 

Prahran Telegraph (Melbourne) 2 Apr. 

1921, 8. 
 

 



1924: ORCHID SYNDICATE in assoc. with John Carroll The Idlers (20 Feb. -)
30

 ► COLIN CRANE & DORA  

  WARBY
31

 Topics of 1925 (6-31 Dec.). 
 

1925: COLIN CRANE & DORA WARBY  Topics of 1925 (1 Jan. - 1 Apr.)  ►  n/e  The Court Cards (2-31 Dec.) 
 

1926: n/e  The Court Cards (1 Jan. - ca. late-Feb.). 
 

 
 

SEE ALSO 
 

•   Edward Branscombe   •  Edward Branscombe's Dandies  • Arcadia Theatre, St Kilda [1] 
 

•  Pat Hanna's Famous Diggers 
 

 
 

 

 

Looking towards the Upper Esplanade, St Kilda, from the Lower Esplanade (including Wickliffe House). 
Photograph taken on 15 May 1921 during the presentation of memorial and war service certificates. 

Source. Peter A.D. Fogarty. The Screening of St Kilda: A History of St Kilda's Cinemas (2003). 
 

 
 

 

 

HISTORICAL NOTES AND CORRECTIONS 
 

1. 

 

 

 

 
 

2. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Wickliffe House: John Dickson Wyselaskie and his wife moved from the Mallee region of Victoria to 

Melbourne in 1878, having made their fortune from Merino sheep. They soon afterwards purchased the block 

of land at the corner of Pollington Street and the Upper Esplanade which offered them a sweeping vista of Port 

Phillip Bay. Their home, which they called Wickliffe House is believed to have been completed the following 

year.
32

   
 

1912-1913 Dandies Troupe: Although Edward Branscombe had begun identifying each of his Dandies troupes 

by colour in 1912, this St Kilda-based company remained neutral in advertising - billed only as The Dandies. 

The Prahran Telegraph of 19 October does indicate, however, that the line-up included "several old favourites" 

from the Green Dandies "as they were known in New Zealand" ("The Dandies," Prahran Telegraph 19 Oct. 1912, 

6).  
 

A publicity blurb published in the Argus prior to the Green Dandies opening performance at the Arcadia in 

September 1914 records that the same company (albeit with some personnel changes) had performed at the 

venue for 1912-1913 season ("The Green Dandies." Argus 21 Sept. 1914, 13).  
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  No details relating to this season have been located after the opening night of 20 February. 
31

  Crane and Warby are identified as having been lessees of the Wickliffe Theatre in evidence given by Dr Albert Bretherton 

during his action against Edward Major. The law suit was in relation to Bretherton's lease of Brisbane's Cremorne Theatre in 1925 

with his wife Dora (nee Warby). Cited in "Theatre Dispute: £6,000 Damages Claimed. False Representations Alleged," Argus of 

26 November 1926, 14.   
32

  Some information sourced from Joe at Melbourne Snaps: Posting Pixels Past and Present.  

http://ozvta.com/entrepreneurs-a-f/
http://ozvta.com/troupes-a-f/
https://ozvta.com/theatres-vic/2/
http://ozvta.com/troupes-a-f/
http://melsnaps.blogspot.com.au/2012/06/john-dickson-wyslelaskie-1818-1883.html
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/165117224
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article10807547
https://ozvta.com/theatres-qld/
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article3823276
http://melsnaps.blogspot.com/2012/06/wheres-wyselaskies-wickliffe-house-in.html


3. The Arcadia is believed to have been an exclusively live venue, with no films known to have been exhibited 

there during its lifetime.
33

  
 

 
 

St Kilda Pier looking towards the Esplanade, ca. 1880s 

Source: "Album of Views of Tasmania, Victoria and South Australia, from the private library of Harry Grattan-Guinness" 

National Library of Australia 
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Wickliffe House (left) ca. 1890 

Source: Past 2 Present (Facebook) 
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