THE LORGNETTE: JOURNAL OF AMUSEMENTS
A four page program published by theatrical agent J.J. Liddy, The Lorgnette was circulated around
Melbourne theatres between 1876 and 1898. Each theatre would have its own special edition, with the
front page featuring a cast list for its current production. The rest of the playbill comprised a mix of
theatrical news and advertisements.

Melbourne theatrical agent and entrepreneur John J. Liddy (mostly referred to as simply Liddy), started The Lorgnette
in 1876. It initially included the New Idea and Figaro, and from sometime in the 1880s incorporated the Theatrical
Courier. Liddy is also known to have published it with a free two-page supplement. The playbill, which promoted
itself as "The Only Authorised and Correct Programme Circulated in the Theatre Royal, Opera House, Academy of
Music, Princess' Theatre, St George's Hall, Town Hall &c," was made available at most of the leading theatres in
Melbourne. Each venue would have its own special edition, with the front page featuring a cast list for its current
production. The rest of the playbill comprised a mix of theatrical news and advertisements.
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Liddy's attempt to enter the Melbourne theatrical publicity industry was seen as threat to his major opposition, the
printing company operating as Azzoppardi, Hildreth and Co, which published its own playbill entitled, L'Entr'Acte. In
early 1877 Joseph Alfred Hildreth attempted to have Liddy stopped by having him summoned to court for "keeping a
printing press and types for printing without having delivered to the registrar-general the notice in writing and
received from him the certificate required by the Printers and Newspapers Registration Statute 1864." Although the
Argus reports that initial court case was dismissed when the Registrar-General failed to appear for the plaintiff,1 the
New Zealand newspaper Press records some three weeks later that Liddy had been fined £5 and £2.2s costs for having
the unregistered press and types in his possession.2
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The Lorgnette continued to be published through until 1898, although how long it did so under Liddy's proprietorship
is unclear. He is known to have been engaged in Sydney in 1880 as business manager for R.B. Lewis' Georgia Jubilee
Singers and by 1890 was living in Brisbane where he ran the Gaiety Theatre. Liddy died in Brisbane in January 1891.
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