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 The Jim Gerald Revue Company staged a "min-revue" called Sunny Spain during the Happy Ideas first part of the 31 

March-6 April season (Tivoli Theatre, Sydney).  The main revusical for that week was A Moorish Maid (see below). Sunny Spain 

is likely to have been a short musical scena/sketch, as the remainder of the first part comprised 11 other "happy ideas" (Sydney 

Morning Herald 3 Apr. 1933, 5). The company returned to Sydney later in the year and presented a special all-ages Christmas show 

at the Tivoli Theatre (Sydney) beginning 26 December. The programme comprised two revues, Joybells and Happy Hours and 

included specialty acts like Abdy's Animal and Bird Circus, The Three Alecs (Continental clowns) and The Three Orlandos 

(adagio dancers).  

__________ 
 

 

HE'S IN AGAIN:   [revusical]   Txt/Mus. [n/e] 

 In reporting on Jim Gerald's final revusical for the 1934 Melbourne season (prior to his staging of The Honeymoon Girl), the 

Age theatre critic writes: "With a range limited to well-worn paths it is surprising that Jim Gerald and his company of artists 

manage to attract large audiences to the Tivoli. The explanation is that the various turns or acts produced by this tireless comedian 

invariably strike a fresh note. Saturday's production was well up to the high standard set some time ago. As the title suggests, the 

show is a bright musical comedy and practically every contribution to the programme by different players met with liberal rounds 

of applause" ("Tivoli," 10). The Sydney Morning Herald critic described the show the previous year as being "a joyous jamboree of 

jazzy jinks and jollity" ("New Tivoli," 4). 

1933: Tivoli Theatre, Sydney; 24-30 Feb.    

 - Dir. Jim Gerald; Prod. Con-Paul Theatres (Mike Connors and Queenie Paul). 

 - Cast incl. Jim Gerald, Lily Coburn, Reg Hawthorne, Howard Hall, Frieda Bohning, Thelma Duff, Will Perryman, Lou  

   Cottam, Tom Dale, Heather Jones, Thelma Bryce, Jess Gillam, Vilma Kaye; and the Twelve Twinklers. 

 - It Ended in Spain was advertised as being the show for the week of 24 February - 2 March. He's in Again was staged  

   instead, with It Ended in Spain produced the following week. 

1934: Tivoli Theatre, Melbourne; 14-20 July 

  - Dir. Jim Gerald; Prod. Tivoli Circuit Australia Pty Ltd. 

 - Troupe: Jim Gerald's Musical Revue Company. 

 - Cast incl. Jim Gerald, Charles L. Sherman, Lou Cottam, Russell Callow, Catherine Neil, Edna Ralston, Lily Coburn,  

   Thelma Duff, Tom Dale, Owen Laurence, Lance Vane, Frieda Bohning, Vilma Kaye, Bobbie Clifton, Will Perryman,  

   Max Reddy; and the Six Twinklers. 
 

"New Tivoli Theatre: Varied Programme." Sydney Morning Herald 20 Feb. 1933, 4.     

"Tivoli Theatre: He's in Again." Age (Melbourne) 6 Aug. 1934, 10.     
 

 

IT ENDED IN SPAIN [aka THE STOLEN GARTER]: [revusical]   Txt/Mus. [n/e] 

 "A three act revue which includes some lively situations in different countries," records the Sydney Morning Herald, "the 

revue, as the title implies, ends in sunny Spain, with the inevitable introduction of the bullfighting ring. The production is full of 

clever acting, and Mr Gerald provided plenty of good fun in the role of Mr Flatfoot - a shopwalker. Bright musical and dancing 

turns - there are eleven of them - are interspersed in the revue and the members of the company maintain a high standard of 

excellence in their respective numbers. One of the outstanding turns was the singing of "Wonderful Dreams" by Mr Tom Dale" 

("New Tivoli," 5). An advertisement in the same paper also indictaes that Gerald at one stage during the story played "a valient 

toreador" (23 February 1933, 2).  

 In its review of The Stolen Garter (as the show later became known), the Age reports that during the course of the story 

Gerald, as "a shop walker of very fruity vintage," had a fight with a bull; and as the drunk coming home from a battalion reunion 

he also did some clever acrobatics. The paper's critic was not overly impressed with the show, however, porting that it lacked the 

vim and colour of the comedian's previous productions, although it still contained much that was entertaining. A Jewel ballet and 

an acrobatic dance were said to have been two of the best of the dancing numbers ("Tivoli," 11). 

1933: Tivoli Theatre, Sydney; 24-30 Feb.    

 - Dir. Jim Gerald; Prod. Con-Paul Theatres (Mike Connors and Queenie Paul). 

 - Cast incl. Jim Gerald, Lily Coburn, Reg Hawthorne, Howard Hall, Frieda Bohning, Thelma Duff, Will Perryman, Lou  

   Cottam, Tom Dale, Heather Jones, Thelma Bryce, Jess Gillam, Vilma Kaye; and the Twelve Twinklers. 

1934: Tivoli Theatre, Melbourne; 16-22 June     [as The Stolen Garter] 

  - Dir. Jim Gerald; Prod. Tivoli Circuit Australia Pty Ltd 

 - Troupe: Jim Gerald's Musical Revue Company. 

 - Cast incl. Jim Gerald, Charles L. Sherman, Lou Cottam, Edna Ralston, Lily Coburn, Thelma Duff, Tom Dale, Lance  

   Vane, Frieda Bohning, Vilma Kaye, Bobbie Clifton, Will Perryman, Max Reddy; and the Twinklers. 
 

"New Tivoli Theatre: It Ended in Spain." Sydney Morning Herald 27 Feb. 1933, 5.       

"Tivoli - Revue and Vaudeville." Age (Melbourne) 18 June 1934, 11.      
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THE GINK FROM GEORGIA: [revusical]   Txt/Mus. [n/e] 

 Jim Gerald played Silas Hawke, a bogus millionaire (aka the gink from Georgia), 

who frequently refers to his "yat" (yacht). Among the feature songs and scenes in the 

1933 production were: "Paddy McGinty's Goat" (Jim Gerald), "Roses of Picardy" (Frieda 

Bohning), "Rock a Bye Baby" (Jim Gerald and Lily Coburn), "When the Sun Comes 

Over the Hill" (Heather Jones and chorus), and "Home to Our Mountains" (Will 

Perryman and Frieda Bohning). 

1933: Tivoli Theatre, Sydney; 24-30 Mar.    

 - Dir. Jim Gerald; Prod. Con-Paul Theatres (Mike Connors and Queenie Paul). 

 - Cast incl. Jim Gerald (Silas Hawke), Lily Coburn, Reg Hawthorne (Sir  

   George Hunter), Howard Hall, Frieda Bohning, Thelma Duff, Will Perryman,  

   Lou Cottam, Tom Dale, Heather Jones, Thelma Bryce, Jess Gillam, Vilma  

   Kaye; and the Twelve Twinklers. 

1934: Tivoli Theatre, Melbourne; 14-20 Apr. 

  - Dir. Jim Gerald; Prod. Con-Paul Theatres (Mike Connors and Queenie Paul). 

 - Troupe: Jim Gerald's Musical Revue Company. 

 - Cast incl. Jim Gerald, Lou Cottam, Edna Ralston, Lily Coburn, Thelma Duff,  

   Tom Dale, Lance Vane, Frieda Bohning, George Moon Jnr, Vilma Kaye,  

   Bobbie Clifton, Will Perryman, Max Reddy; and the Six Twinklers. 

1934: Tivoli Theatre, Adelaide; 27 Oct. - 2 Nov. 

  - Dir. Jim Gerald; Prod. Con-Paul Theatres (Mike Connors and Queenie Paul). 

 - Troupe: Jim Gerald's Musical Revue Company. 

 - Cast incl. Jim Gerald, Charles Sherman, Edna Ralston, Thelma Duff, Max Reddy, Russell Callow, L'Etoile and  

    Laurence; and the Six Twinklers. 
 

"Jim Gerald at Tivoli." Argus (Melbourne) 14 Apr. 1934, 22. 

"Gink From Georgia." Advertiser (Adelaide) 31 Oct. 1934, 11. 

"New Tivoli Theatre: The Gink from Georgia." Sydney Morning Herald 27 Mar. 1933, 5.        

"Tivoli Theatre - Jim Gerald Co." Age (Melbourne) 16 Apr. 1934, 14.    
 

 

THE MOORISH MAID:   [revusical]   Txt/Mus. [n/e] 

 Jim Gerald played Perkins, a money-lender who goes to Morocco to help search for a treasure that belongs to one of his 

clients. The Sydney Morning Herald records in 1933 that the story largely revolves around the character of Robert Owens, the 

client who conditional on marrying the Egyptian girl Imadear, will receive his uncle's fortune (in the form of the treasure). The 

problem is that Owens actually loves Isobel Jefferson. After a number of humorous incidents Owens is eventually able to achieve 

both his goals - marrying Isobel and gaining the money - through the help of Perkins. "Mr Gerald's part," writes the paper's critic, 

"provides him with plenty of opportunities for clever acting and the climax is reached when Perkins, disguised as a Moorish maid, 

discloses his identity" ("New Tivoli," 5). One of the other principal characters in the revusical is Mahomed (Emissary of the Sultan).  

 Among the musical numbers inserted into the 1933 production were: "Bedouin Love Song" (sung by Will Perryman), "Ballet 

of the Harem" (Thelma Duff and chorus) and "Dance of the Sultan's Favourites" (performed by Jim Gerald, Thelma Duff and 

Jessie Gillam). 

1933: Tivoli Theatre, Sydney; 31 Mar - 6 Apr.    

- Dir. Jim Gerald; Prod. Con-Paul Theatres (Mike Connors and Queenie Paul). 

- Cast incl. Jim Gerald (Perkins), Lily Coburn, Reg Hawthorne, Howard Hall, Frieda  

   Bohning (Imadear), Thelma Duff, Will Perryman, Lou Cottam, Tom Dale (Robert  

   Owens), Heather Jones (Isobel Jefferson), Thelma Bryce, Jess  Gillam, Vilma Kaye; and  

   the Twelve Twinklers. 

1934: Tivoli Theatre, Melbourne; 31Mar. - 6 Apr. [return 

 season: 28 July - 3 Aug.] 

  - Dir. Jim Gerald; Prod. Con-Paul Theatres (Mike  

     Connors and Queenie Paul). 

- Troupe: Jim Gerald's Musical Revue Company. 

- Cast incl. Jim Gerald, Lou Cottam, Edna Ralston, Lily 

   Coburn, Thelma Duff,  Tom Dale, Lance Vane, Frieda  

   Bohning, George Moon Jnr, Vilma Kaye, Robbie  

   Clifton, Will Perryman, Max Reddy; and the Six  

   Twinklers. 
 

"New Tivoli Theatre: The Moorish Maid." Sydney Morning Herald  

3 Apr. (1933), 5.        

"Tivoli - Bright Revue." Age (Melbourne) 30 July (1934), 10.      

"Tivoli - Jim Gerald's Revue." Age (Melbourne) 2 Apr. (1934), 8.     
 

____________________________ 
   

NB: Jim Gerald Revue Company. Frieda Bohning's surname is sometimes spelled Bonning. 

 
Argus (Melbourne) 14 Apr. 1934, 28. 

 
 

Howard Hall 

Sun (Sydney) 11 July 1926, 4. 

 
 

Reg Hawthorne 

Sun (Sydney) 6 June 1926, 4. 
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SNAPPY SYDNEY: [revue]  Txt. Incl. J.C. Bancks, Beryl Bryant; Mus. Clement Q. Williams 

 Produced as a fundraiser for Sydney's Women's Hospital, Snappy Sydney, was presented at the Savoy Theatre for three nights 

under the patronage of the Governor of New South Wales, Sir Phillip Game, and his wife. One of their sons, David, also appeared 

in the show, while the title was suggested by Commander [C.M.E.] Gifford (he also appeared on stage).  The revue included at 

least one sketch by J.C. Banks ("Bad-a-Talks"), and one by Beryl Bryant ("The Plumbers and Juliet"). John Cazabon also likely 

contribuited some material.  

Among the best known names in the cast (either then and who became well-known in later years) were J.C. Bancks and John 

Cazabon. Veteran performer Minnie Love appeared with the company during the Goulburn and Canberra seasons.  

The Sun records that one of the features of the revue was the "Pageant of Eve," a scene showing the evolution of women's- 

dress from the earliest times up to the present day, with a peep into the future." Mrs. J.C. Bancks, whose artistic talent was 

reportedly well-known, designed the costumes ("From Eve," 12). 
 

 
 

Australian Women's Weekly 16 Sept. 1933, 2. 

 

1933: Savoy Theatre, Sydney; 17-19 Oct. 

  - Prod/Dir. Beryl Bryant; M Dir/Cond. Joan Chartress; Chor. Margaret Clift (as  

    Ballet Mistress); S Art/Des. John Clugston. 

  - Cast incl. Anne Gordon, Lela Forsyth, Beryl Davie, Kathleen McCarthie, Norma  

     Carpenter, Suzanne White, Mickey Walker, Eleanor Martin, Muriel Cobcroft,  

     Kit Dewar, Peg Dewar, Jean Kennedy, Beverley Shepherd, Jean Black, Edna  

     Griffith, Joan Phillamy, Lorraine Phillamy, Yvonne Parker, Joy White, Betty  

     Rankin, Anne Gordon, Barbara Robson, Bea Hussey-Cooper, Nuttie Mackeller,  

     Margot Beetham, Heather Finlayson, Mrs Vanour Nathan, Joyce Matthews, Miss  

     K. Wells, Mary Harper, Sheila McDonald, Joan Hannam, Lieut-Commander  

     C.M.E. Gifford, Richard Dowse, Sam MacMahon, John Forsyth, Allan Toohey,  

     John Stuart, Beresford Grant, Arthur Mailey, C. H. Harper, David Game, De Cedric  

     Cohen, J.C. Bancks, John Cazabon, David McNicholl, Frank Crago, Otto  

     Bohrsmann, Joe Fallon. 

1933: Broadway Theatre, Goulburn (New South Wales); 17 Nov. 

  - Cast and production mostly as for previous Sydney season. Minnie Love was one of  

     the new cast members. 

- Performers from the Sydney season who possibly did not take part in the Goulburn  

   and Canberra shows incl. David Game and Lieut-Commander C.M.E. Gifford. 

1933: Albert Hall, Yarralumla, Canberra (Australian Capital Territory); 18 Nov. 

- Cast and production as for Goulburn season. 

1933:  Hoyts Dreadnaught Theatre, Chatswood (Sydney); 13 Dec. 

- Cast and production as for Goulburn season. 

1933: Roxy Theatre, Parramatta (NSW); 14 Dec 

- Cast and production as for Goulburn season. 

 
"From Eve: Feature of Revue." Sun (Sydney) 25 Aug. 1933, 12.  

"Snappy Sydney: Bright Revue for Women's Hospital." Sun (Sydney) 18 Oct. 1933, 18. 

"Snappy Sydney: Great Success." Sun (Sydney) 18 Nov. 1933, 7. 

"Snappy Sydney: Large Audience Sees Revue." Canberra Times 20 Nov. 1933, 2.  

"Snappy Sydney: Revue at Canberra." Sydney Morning Herald 21 Nov. 1933, 4. 

"Snappy Sydney: Revue at Savoy Theatre." Sydney Morning Herald 17 Oct. 1933, 18. 
 

 
 

Sydney Morning Herald 9 Oct. 1933, 3. 

 

Sun (Sydney) 17 Oct. 1933, 18. 
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DICK WHITTINGTON AND HIS CAT:  [pantomime]  Lib/Mus. [n/e] 

 The Sydney Morning Herald reports that although aimed largely at children the pantomime was in some aspects a bit too 

sophisticated and too long. "Produced in Mr Ernest C. Rolls' characteristically opulent style," writes the paper's critic, "yesterday 

the show lasted more than three hours and a half, so that there is scope for pruning." The review goes on to note, however: Most 

of the comic scenes… made the children bounce up and down on their seats with joy, and the pretty spectacles, particularly a fairy 

ballet, with gnomes and rabbits and witches taking part seemed to delight them. Perhaps the most negative criticism was that the 

scene in Bluebeard's palace contained dialogue that was too coarse and incidents that were too gruesome for the younger children 

("Dick Whittington," 7). 

 One of the songs incorporated into the pantomime was "I Wish the Stars were a Million Guitars," sung by Betty Kent as Dick 

Whittington. 

1933: Criterion Theatre, Sydney; 27 Dec. 1933 - 3 Feb. 1934 

  - Dir/Prod. Ernest C. Rolls. 

  - Cast incl. Betty Kent (Dick), Renie Riano (Princess Lotus Blossom), Charles Norman (Idle Jack), Jack Kellaway (Mrs  

    Grump), Marie Doran (Alice), Sylvia Kellaway (Willie), Chic Arnold (lazy Pete), Eve Alwyn, The Seven Flying  

    Whirlwinds, Billy Kershaw (the Cat). 

  - Presented as a matinee performance only due to the simultaneous season of Ernest C. Rolls production of the revue,  

    Trout Paris. A number of the pantomime cast members were also involved in the revue. 
 

 "Dick Whittington: Pantomime at the Criterion." Sydney Morning Herald 26 Dec. 1933, 4. 
 

 

DICK WHITTINGTON AND HIS CAT:  [pantomime]  Lib/Mus. [n/e] 

 The Courier Mail theatre critic writes that the success of this version of the popular children's pantomime was dependant on 

"the introduction of numerous and attractive [vaudeville] turns." The review also notes that management had sought to support 

local artists, with the most prominent role, that of Dick, going to local actress Al Morley ("Dick Whittington," 15).  The cast of the 

pantomime is said to have comprised 60 performers. The pantomime was preceded by Ye Old Nigger Minstrel Prologue, which 

was staged by a minstrels and variety company.  

1933: Cremorne Theatre, Brisbane; 26 Dec. 1933 - 1 Jan. 1934 

  - Dir. Bert Corrie; Prod. Sydney Theatre Syndicate. 

  - Cast incl. Miss Al Morley (Dick), Mabel Cormack (Alice Fitzwarren), Ruby Stokes (Fairy), George Till (Baron  

    Buttercup), Bert Corrie (Rastus), Sid Douty, Daisy Dale, Cubby Pittman. 
 

 "Dick Whittington." Courier Mail (Brisbane) 27 Dec. 1933, 15. 
 

 

FLYING COLOURS:  [revue]  Txt/mus. [n/e] 

Comprising a mix of sketches, scenas, songs, comedy routines, and ballets sourced from international revues, and from local 

writers (including members of the company), Flying Colours was possibly one of the first productions produced in Australia by  

Connors and Paul following their world tour.   

Items presented in the revue included: "Dick Turpin's Ride to Walk" (Stan Foley), "Poet and Peasant Overture" and 

"Telephone Doll" (Sunkist Ballet), "Who Started It," "S.P. Bookmakers" and "The Man Who Murdered the King's English" (Syd 

Beck), "Laugh Clown Laugh" (Russell Callow), "Lily of Laguna" (Connors and Paul), "River Stay Away from My Door" (Lulla 

Fanning), and "Oh Baby" (Connors and Beck). 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Courier Mail (Brisbane) 26 Dec. 1933, 2. 
 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/17035720
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/1154818


  

1933:  Theatre Royal, Brisbane; 26 Dec. 1933 - 4 Jan. 1934. 

  - Dir. Mike Connors; Prod. Con-Paul Theatres; Chor. Queenie Paul. 

  - Cast incl. Mike Connors, Queenie Paul, Stan "Stud" Foley, Nick Morton, Russell Callow, Lulla Fanning, Tom Collins,  

     Ronnie Hay, Doris Whimp, Vi Jagelman, the Ritchie Bros (Archie and Les), Edna Hardy, Alec Raine, the Lorraines;  

     and the Sunkist Ballet. 

1934:  National Theatre, Launceston (Tasmania); 7-13 Apr. 

  - Dir. Mike Connors and Queenie Paul; Prod. Con-Paul Theatres; Chor. Queenie Paul; M Dir. Harold Vincer. 

  - Cast incl. Mike Connors, Queenie Paul, Stan "Stud" Foley, Syd Beck, Russell Callow, Lulla Fanning, the Ritchie Bros  

     (Archie and Les), Tom Collins, Merna Stewart, Mavis Ritchie, Shiela Cruse and the Sunkist Ballet. 
 

"Flying Colours." Courier Mail (Brisbane) 27 Dec. 1933, 15.  

"New Show Pleases: Revue at National - Connors-Paul Success." Examiner (Launceston, Tas) 9 Apr. 1934, 8.   

"Still More Fun: Flying Colours - Next Connors-Paul Revue." Examiner (Launceston, Tas) 6 Apr. 1934, 8.   

"Well-named: New Bright Revue - Flying Colours Scores." Examiner (Launceston, Tas) 7 Apr. 1933, 8. 
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