MARTIN C. BRENNAN

One of Australia's most respected and influential journalists and editor/publishers working in the
area of vaudeville and film, Martin Brennan is largely remembered as the founder of Australian
Variety (1913-1920) and Film Weekly (1926-1973). He was also the editor of Everyone's: The
Motion Picture Authority between 1920 and 1926, and a long-time representative for several
prominent US and British entertainment periodical - notable Variety and Billboard (USA), and

Encore, Era and Performer (UK).

Born on 13 December 1877 in Darlinghurst, the same Sydney suburb where his
Irish-born parents John and Johanna (nee Kelly) Brennan were married, Martin
Charles Brennan was one of at least two surviving brothers. His sibling, Frederick
Joseph Brennan (1882-1962), also went on to establish a career in Australia as a
publisher. Their uncle was Martin Brennan (1839-1912), a policeman, turned author
who is considered one of the first Australian law enforcement officials to
successfully utilise Aboriginal trackers.

After completing his education at Marist Brothers Sacred Heart School, Martin
Brennan became interested in journalism, and in the early 1900s established a close
friendship with Hal E. Stone. One of the key figures in the Australian Amateur Press
Association (AAPA), Stone had moved from Melbourne to become secretary of the
Sydney branch after travelling overseas in 1903 and 1904 (partly on behalf of the
AAPA). Brennan's "A Fable of a Man Who Wanted to be a King," a piece of short
prose, was published by Stone in his "magazinelette" At Sea (which the editor

A FABLE OF A MAN WHO
WANTED TO BE A KING.

Once there was a man who became possessed
of the idea that he was a high and mighty
personage. The world was too small for his
mammoth schemes, so he decided to become an
Orator. In this he was a brilliant success so
long as he theorised on ‘ What I Would Do if
I Were King,” but when it came to common
sense, the snow fell, and the people of the high-
ways and byways became afliicted with cold
feet, and the orates fell like flakes. Not to be
outdone, he hired the biggest building and the
loudest brass band, and sent forth heralds and
pasteboys to bill the town. Now on this same
day there came another man unto the city,

who, in days gone by, had known the King as
““The Indigestive Orator” of a distant village,
and knowing his vanity and fraudulent ways
hied himself unto the Chief Magistrate and
made complaint.

Now the Chief Magistrate was known as a
wise and considerate man, and immediately
sent forth Gladiators of the Fourth Estate to
prevent people from entering the coliseum and
being defrauded.

In the meantime the King was busily engaged
in calculating how his soul-inspiring lecture—
“ Me, the Mitey; or, Three Cigars for a Nickel”
—would pan out.

The evening sun had just finished its eight-
hour socialistic shine and the dustman had
packed up his overalls when the King emerged
from his greatness, and slowly mounted the
stony steps. Consternation and dismay were
prevalent when he made his way to the throne
to speak, for of all that vast populace three only
were present—an amateur journalist, out of
work, and two tramps. who had slept there
during the day,

Finding his talents wasted on the dusty road-
side the King engaged in the gentle art of selling
chestnuts, and in this he was a King.
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Source: State Library of NSW

1 “personal," 7.

printed while returning to Australia). By
1905 the pair had begun publishing the
AAPA's magazine Ye Wayside Goose
through Presse of Ye Wayside Goose (later
known as The Wayside Press). Lurline
Stuart records that the first issue of the
magazine included the programme for the
first convention, along with a selection of
short stories and poems (75). During this
period they also collaborated on Camp 3-of-Us: Ye Chap Booke of Ye
Prynter Men of Ye Lyterarye Tribe Knowne as Ye Mia-mias, Wherein is Set
Forth All Ye Happenings at Ye Happy Hunting Grounds of Stanwell Park
Ye Chief, which recounts the story of a camping holiday at Stanwell Park,
New SouthWales. Written under the names Ye Chief (Stone) and Ye
Medicine Man (Brennan), the book is illustrated by "Ye Maker of Quaint
Pictures” (aka Sam G. Goddard).

Theatre Magazine (Sydney) Dec.
(1911), 9.

Brennan eventually turned his journalistic attention towards the
entertainment industry, having developed a passion for variety theatre during
his childhood. In this respect he was later referred to as 'the encyclopaedia of
vaudeville."* By 1910 he had become a regular vaudeville columnist for
Footlights, and was appointed the Australian representative of the US
entertainment magazine Variety. This provided him with the opportunity to
expand his interests into other areas, including acting as a representative for
touring American acts like Hayman and Franklin.
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Advertiser (Adelaide) 8 Mar. 1912, 2.
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In 1911 Brennan married Eileen Mary Sharkey (1887-1972). The couple went on to have three children - Patricia
Marie (1912-) who later became a stenographer; Veronica Josephine (1915-95), a nurse; and Kevin (1920-98), an
actor.> Two years later, in late 1913, Brennan established Australian Variety, engaging Harry R. Kitching as its
founding editor. He is also known to have employed Alec Ireland (brother of Dot Ireland, Australia's champion girl
ball-puncher) as his general assistant.

The war years saw Australian Variety cement its
reputation as the dominant voice of Australian
vaudeville,® but it rise to this position was almost
without its founder who almost died of appendicitis
in late-1914. The Theatre Magazine records in this
respect that he had been in a very critical state at St
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Following a change of name in 1916, to Australian Variety and Show World, Brennan went into partnership as co-
editor and co-publisher with bookmaker/theatre lessee and producer Andy Kerr. That same year he was involved in a
very public stoush with Hugh D. Mclntosh. The issue fired up when the Tivoli circuit's general manager took
exception to some comments published in the American Billboard magazine and attributed them to Brennan. After
publically threatening to sue Brennan for raising doubts about his financial stability, Mclntosh backed down and
exonerated the Australian Variety editor "“from all blame in connection with the [29 Oct. 1915] article." This only
occurred after the magazine's US proprietor assuring him that Brennan had not been responsible.® It was not the last
time that the two men found themselves in opposition, however, with Brennan openly suggesting in 1918 that the
"White City 6Beauty Competition," sponsored by Mcintosh, was rigged in favour of the entrepreneur's leading lady,
Vera Pearce.

While Mclntosh's libel threat was ultimately resolved through a series of published letters by both men, Brennan
nevertheless found himself, along with Andy Kerr, making a number of court appearances in 1917 and 1918 for
alleged libel. According to reports published in the Sydney Morning Herald, the Australian Variety publishers were
sued by Rene Specterman (referred to as either a "minor" or an "infant"),” who claimed that her character had been
maliciously defamed in the magazine. She subsequently sought £400 compensation.® The case appeared to have been
settled in late November 1917 when the defendants, through counsel, expressed their regret, apologised for the
publication, agreed that there was no truth whatever in the statement published by them, and paid the taxed costs of
the plaintiff on the highest scale.’ However, following the conclusion of the case, they decided to publish their account
of what had happened. Specterman took this article to be similarly defamatory and subsequently brought a second
action against them. The case was heard by the same judge in mid-February the following year, with the verdict
awarded to the plaintiff by a jury. The defendants then gave notice of an appeal on the grounds that his Honour should
have non-suited the plaintiff, that the words sued upon were not defamatory or reasonably capable of defamatory
meaning, and that his Honour "was in error in directing the jury that they could find for the plaintiff is they thought the
words deflalmatory."10 The appeal was dismissed in May that year by another jury with Brennan and Kerr ordered to
pay costs.

A few weeks after the failed appeal, Brennan and Kerr were again in court, this time charged at the Water Police Court
with having unlawfully published Australian Variety without having first entered into the recognisance, with surities,
mentioned in section 10 of the Newspaper Act 1898. According to Detective Jordan, the defendants appeared to have
acted purely in ignorance and subsequently complied with the act directly their attention was drawn to the breach
(which occurred on 27 December 1917). Both men were fined £5.%

See "Historical Notes and Corrections" section for further details relating to Kelvin Brennan.
Even the Theatre Magazine, Variety's chief competition (notably through its regular “The Month in Vaudeville" section),
congratulated Brennan on several occasions. See for example, November 1915, 48; and February 1916, 44 (following page).
Theatre Magazine (Sydney) Nov. 1914, 17. See also Feb. 1915 edition (page 40).
"Capitulation - and Peace." Theatre Magazine (Sydney) Apr. 1916, 33.
Theatre Magazine (Sydney) June 1918, 42.
The plaintiff's name is spelled as either Specterman or Speckerman in the Sydney Morning Herald reports.
Interestingly, the plaintiff's legal representative was lawyer, and occasional comic opera librettist, W.J. Curtis.
"Law Report: District Court - Alleged Defamatory Words." Sydney Morning Herald 21 Nov. 1917, 8.
10" »|_aw Report: District Court - Libel Action Verdict." Sydney Morning Herald 22 Feb. 1918, 4.
1 »|_aw Report: Full Court - Verdict in a Libel Action.” Sydney Morning Herald 7 May 1918, 4
12 »_aw Report: Breach of Newspaper Act." Sydney Morning Herald 19 Mar. 1918, 4.
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Brennan v Mclntosh Exchange (1916)

The following correspondence speaks for
iteelf, and settles the misumderstanding
that has existed since the 30th Oectober,
1915:—

Tivoli Theatre, Sydney,
Feb.: ¥3rd, 1916.
Mr. Martin C. Bresnan,
* Australiap Variety.
8rdmey.
Dear 8ir,—

I hereby exonerate vou from. all blame
In eonmeetion with an article which ap-
peared in the ‘‘Billboard® - mewspaper.
published in Cineinatti, U.S.A4 en Oectober
28th, 1915 a3 it appears from infermation
supplied t.a me by Mr. Donaldsen (proprie-
tor of the ‘*Bilboard’"; and by yoursel,
that you were not responsible for the ar-
tiele in guestion.
take no further action either against you,
personally, or against the mnewspaper in
question, and am prepared to remove the
existing embargo against vou. This aetion
is being taken by me in comsideration of
¥our publishing in your newspaper a state-
ment, by myself, bearing on the matter.
togetuer with & copy of the letter written
to me on this date.

Yours truly,
. HUGH D. McINTOEH
Witness: J. D. WILLIAMS.
250 Pitt Street, Sydneyv:
Feb. 23rd, 1916
Hugh D. MeIntosh,

Governisg Direetor,

Harry Riekards Tivoli Theatres Ltd.,
Sydney.
Dear Sir,—

I have assured you and everybody else
that I was not in any war responsible for
the statements which appeared in an ar-

ticle published in the ‘* Billboard’’ mews- -

paper, Cincinatti, U.8.4., on Oketober 29th.
1915, whieh artiele was detrimental to the
interests both of yoor company amd Four-
self, and vas stribirted to am .&lut:mluu:
correspondent. _So“far T persgnaily know,
the statements in question are_ nh'u, and
there iz postively 1no reasod’ why ther
should have been’ printed” T i willing

to give you an opportunity o!d;_e:_t:tmg a.

stxtement hﬂrhg on the matter,’ which
will be printed in my newspaper, ‘‘Var.
iety,’” together with a copy of this let-
ter, provided that you withdraw all charg-
e3 against the ‘‘ Billboard "’ mewspaper and

myeelf, -wed PEAY F5U Take me Turther ac.

tiom against ns both; F‘Bﬂl&r that you
will remove el ° Tefbargo \gﬂ:m myself
and ¢ Tm r
Yours truly,
MARYEN ©. BRENNAN.
Witmess: J. D. WILLIAWS,

|

! by sn obvicus malice.
; printed were inaccurate in every statement

This being se,-1 shall :

board.’’

Mr. Martin C. Brennan having disclaim.
ed all responsibility for the. false and scur-
rilows statement, regarding me, that ap-
peared in the ‘‘Billboard,”" I frankly ac-
eept his diselaimer. and, on that, stop all
proceedings against both he and the **Bill-
Whoever wrote the matter that
the ‘‘Billboard'' publiched was actuated
- The paragraphs

and assomptoin, and the insceuraey went
directly to my personal and buosiness
eredit. I find no pleasmre in combating
such manifest absurdities, and am prepared
simply to touch the matter on its main
points. I nold over 100,000 shares in the
Harry Riekards Tivoli Théatre Ltd., and
am not a seller. I have never approached
any other vaudeville organisation in Aus
tralis, or elsewhere, with a view to an
amalgamation. Any hints or paragraph:
relating to suck san amalgamation suggest-
ed or eonsidered by me are untrone and
without warrant. Further, the talk about
bad blood er ill-feeling ' between myself
or this eompany and American artistes on
this cirenit is entirely malicious, and with-
out foundation. At this time we are
drawing our artistes from America almost
without exception, and skall eontinue to do
so while the war lazts. The relation be-

‘tween myself and my managers and these

American artistes could not well be bet-
ter than they are. 1 might go into other
matters to prove how wanton and false
that senseless stuff in the ‘‘Billboard'’
was: but this will serve. Tt was stuoff
that could only be written by some person
of disreputable character who was as an-
xious, at all cost and all hazard, to villify
and injure me. That person failed.. Mr.
Brennan assures me that he is not the re-
sponsible person. [ am glad to hear it:
and nothing more need be said.

HUGH D. McINTOSH.

Australian Variety (Sydney) 7 Mar. 1916, 7.




In 1920, having run Australian Variety for some seven years, Brennan merged it with another popular entertainment
magazine of the time, Everyone's, while retaining his position as editor. For a period of time the two magazines were
still effectively separate, however, and hence the title Everyone's: With which is incorporated Australian Variety and
Show World. Eventually the two distinct parts were blended together, creating, as Jill Julius Matthews' notes, "the
authoritative voice on cinema in Australia till 1937."** Brennan remained editor of Everyone's until August 1926. The
following month he became founding editor of the new and competing magazine Film Weekly."* Four years later, in
April 1930, he and his wife and brother (Frederick) joined several other subscribers in raising £5,000 to purchase The
Film Weekly Ltd. The stated aim of the new company was to publish a range of newspapers and magazines.

The Pllm Weekly, Ltd.—Nominal capital,
£5000, In £1 shares. To acquire the business
stvled The Film Weekly, and to engage as
proprietors and publishers of mnewspapers,
mAagazines, etc. ubscribers: M. C. Brennan,
F. J. Brennan, Elllen M. Brehnan, T Mack,
R. R. F Hill, H.L H. Coney, and A. W, G.
Smith. Head office. Svdney.

Sun (Sydney) 4 Apr. 1930, 8.

Some ten months after establishing Film Weekly Brennan was back in court again, this time as the defendant in a
defamation suit taken against him by film showman Jack St Ledger. According to the plaintiff, who claimed £1,000 in
damages, he was the patent owner and operator of a moving picture apparatus known as the "Photofon," and had been
exhibiting the invention at various picture theatres as a talking picture machine. St Ledger claimed that an article
published by Brennan in Film Weekly defamed him when it described him as an itinerant showman and the Photofon
was "one big swindle." The case was sent before a jury, which found for the plaintiff but only awarded a damages of
£150.° A fﬁtay of proceedings was granted by the Judge to allow Brennan time to appeal, but it this was eventually
dismissed.

Despite the early set-back, Brennan went on to run Film Weekly with much success for almost a decade. He was
eventually forced to retire due to ill-health but eventually succumbed and died in late-1937. According to several
obituaries, he passed away in St Vincent's Hospital on 6 November after a long illness. Brennan was survived by his
wife and all three children. He was also survived by his magazine, which continued to be published up until 1973.

In addition to being the Australian representative of the US Variety for some 25 years, as well as for Billboard,
Martin Brennan was associated the English theatrical publications Encore, Era and Performer. He was also involved
with the Amateur Magicians Club (serving for many years as its president), a life member of City Tattersall's Club,
and a member of the Forty-Seven Club (a group of motion picture executives). Most of his obituaries record that
Brennan was also the "perpetual friend and benefactor of out-of-work vaudevillians," especially during the depression
years. "His reputation was that he never refused a worthy cause or was deceived by a false one," wrote a Daily
Telegraph journalist.17

SEE ALSO
* Harry R. Kitching * Andy Kerr < Australian Variety and Show World « Everyone's

HISTORICAL NOTES AND CORRECTIONS

1. Brennan's parents were married on 26 January 1875 in the Sacred Heart Church, Darlinghurst (Sydney). His
father was born in Kilkenny, while his mother was baptised in 1844 in the Parish Church of Coolcappa, Limerick.

Eileen Brennan was born Eileen Mary Sharkey in Paddington in 1 887. She died on 28 December 1972 and is
buried with her husband at Waverley Cemetery .

2. The name Ye Wayside Press likely came from Hal Stone's association with the Melbourne-based group, The
Waysiders, which had banded together around the turn of the century for the “purposes of worshipping nature,
loving the beautiful and breathing God's pure air" (Stuart, 75). For further insight into Stone see his entry in
AustLit.

Jill Julius Matthews. "Everyone's." AustLit: The Resource for Australian Literature. [sighted 19/9/2018]

¥ “Flashes from The Silver Screen: New Film Weekly Launched." Sunday Times (Sydney) 12 Sept. 1926, 22.

"No 2 Jury Causes (Before Mr Justice Ferguson and Jury) Alleged Libel." Sydney Morning Herald 1 July 1927, 8.
16 »Appeal Dismissed." Labor Daily (Sydney) 26 Aug. 1927, 7.

17 »Actors' Friend," 7.
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3. The professional relationship between Brennan and Harry Kitching continued for well over a decade and a half,
with the Register (Adelaide) reporting in 1928 that Kitching was then acting as Brennan's personal representative
throughout Australia.™®

4. ltisunclear if or to what extent Martin C. Brennan was involved in the following proposed venture:

'F'N'VW‘&-A small ﬂmnmy. now in oourse
of promotion, to coutrol emn City Picture
Theatre, excellent suditors’ report, small capital only
required. Every investigation courted. Prospectus and
fu'l particulars obtainable by letter from
PROMOTER, c.0. Filma Weekly, 198 Pitt.-ot, Syiney,

Sydney Morning Herald 4 Sept. 1926, 23.

5. Kevin Brennan (1920-1998): While serving in the Accounts office of the Australian
Army between 1941 and 1945, Kevin Brennan was able to continue his acting career,
although according to Maxine Gray he also spent a period of time in and out of hospital
due to poor health. Playwright Richard Lane also records that he was spotted by |
Lawrence Cecil in 1943 and subsequently offered a role in his radio play Stockade.
Described by Lane as "a large man with a rich deep voice" and "wicked wit," Brennan
went on to carve out a five-decades long career as a stage, radio, film and television
actor, equally adept at both dramatic and comedic roles. "He was particularly good in
smooth roles that called for a touch of evil," writes Lane, and "because of his voice
quality and his intelligence he played with ease men much older than himself; never
romantic heroes, but a wide range of character parts, which made him a most valuable
actor.”" It was in a comedy, Home is the Hero, that he won a prestigious Macquarie
Award in 1953, a matter of some surprise to Lane given that he'd previously "done so
much fine work in drama.”

Brennan's film career in Australia comprised the part of Black, one of the rebel leaders in Harry Watt's Eureka
Stockade (1949) and as Dr. Foster in Stanley Kramer's On the Beach, (1959). He also drew much praise for his
roles as Henry VII in the 1958 ABC television drama Rose Without a Thorn, and as Big Daddy in Tennessee
Williams' Cat on a Hot Tin Roof (1958). He reprised the role on stage at the Independent Theatre that same year.
Another role was as Lord Ellington in an episode of The Adventures of Long John Silver (1954-55), an Australian
television series made more than a year before the medium was first broadcast in the country.

In 1959 he went to London, and eventually decided to remain there. His first UK television role was in the thriller
A Mask for Alex (1959). Among his UK successes were a two and a half year run on stage in The Canterbury
Tales. Brennan's extensive television career also included appearances in classic series such as Crossroads
(1964), The Saint (1965), The Avengers (1966), Softly Softly (1966), Z Cars (1971, 1973), Colditz (1974),
Poldark (1977) and The Professionals (1978). His film credits include Gary Cooper's last production The Naked
Edge (1961), Live Now i Pay Later (1962), The Punch and Judy Man (1961), Get Carter (1971), Mutiny on the
Buses (1972) and The Great Riviera Bank Robbery (1979).

NB: For an extensive listing of Brennan's film and television roles see his entry in the Internet Movie Database. See
also Richard Lane's The Golden Age of Australian Radio Drama 1923-1960 i History Through Biography (1994).

5. For further details on Martin Brennan (1839-1912) and his daughter Sarah Octavia Brennan (1867-1928), see
Imelda M. Ryan's entry "Brennan, Martin (18391 1912)" in the Australian Dictionary of Biography. Vol. 7
(1979).
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HUGE BRITISH PIC'[URE DISTRIBUTION DEAL
Concluded with Fox for a Long Period Dame Fashion

EASTER GIFTS

‘Wher the Fox Film Corporation of %  Mr. Michael Balcon, General Manager of A lady who must be cbeyed "
America acquired a large holding in production, had surrounded himself has decided thas only Strew Stewart Dawson's
the Gaumont-British Corporation of Lon It is quite easy to realise now why Gau Hate with a

mont-Gainsborough  pictures  have  so

quickly gained a well-deserved world repu GLOSSY FINISH

Enthusiasm and team-spirit are mani
fest in those studios 10 a very marked de. Wiall be veorn this season by
gree:. and the manner in which all my let- those ladies wha wish 16 ba
ters home are obviously issected, I ed.
demonstrates the enormo eciation my welk-dress
London principals have for the Australian

public’s response to the appeal of our
British pictures

| was fortunate enough to be in
London at the time of t ty matinee

of “The Good Companions, honoured by
their Majesties the Kin Queen
1 was a little afraid of my enthusiasm

for this picture, ana thought that the sur-

g tures made by
any studic in England, and pictures which
in Aust are proving to be the best
attractions any exhibitor can offer his
public?

Thus Mr. Alan Williamson, Australasian
representative of Gaumont-British Cor
poration Ltd., in announcing yesterday that
2 deal h: cluded with Fox Film

all
d di

a) Ltd., for a fong
will handle all the
oug

will give 1o any colovied

ally led 10 a closer survey
strav hat the—

alms of usefulness to each
ves

other upon the part of the ex roundings of such a pr might have ; : G
each organisation. My hurried visit to influenced my opinion; b that ! have FASHIONAULE GLOSSY
England early this year placed me in pos. FINISH

session of the marvellous arrangements 4

Good Companior

first thought, and | have no qua’lam n it If DRIES IN & MINUTES.
kets statement that this will be the
of the year

Since then | have seen seven feature pictures Sely Armis
N and | am quite happy to leave all seven in the ha W, J. NESDIT

crities 3 Spring Street, Sydaey.

‘Over the past year the advance that has been made in
British production—and the ready response of the Australian
exhibitors—has been very gratifying; and we have nothing P e e
but praise for the way in which British Dominions Fil %
headed by Mr. Ernest Turnbull, sold and ol MARTIN J. DOYLE
during their tenure of the Gaumont-Briti

of the team led by
Director. | also consider it is very opportune th:
John Nolan in Australia at the present time us as close
a link with the Fox parent company in the States as |
am sble to provide with Gaumont-British in London.

loited our product
gency

> ales and distri Constance Talmadge
When | left England in March, 1932, our big Shepherd's  buti Australasia. | W s gt kb e thom sl et b bt
Bush Stu ritish year. | 0 Bama” i ke e 0
my retu: ralian and
rapidiy t 0 organisat New Zealand exhibitors upon any matter affecting Gaumont
selves to their new environment, and with what a perfect team British and Gainsborough. I'm here fo help!

The first edition to include Australian Variety and Show

An issue from 1933 World
National Film and Sound Archive 16 Mar. 1923.
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Special thanks to Maxine Gray for her invaluable family history research, and for alerting
the AVTA to Martin C. Brennan's relationship with Frederick Brennan (brother), Martin
Brennan (uncle) and Kevin Brennan (son).
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