VERNA BAIN
The youngest daughter of J.C. Bain, Verna Bain's stage career began as early as 1914. For the next
five years she toured extensively throughout Australia and New Zealand, while also undertaking tours
of South Africa and the East. From 1920 onwards Verna worked without her father, appearing on both
the Tivoli and Fullers circuits as a vaudeville performer and pantomime/musical comedy artist.

Although known widely as the daughter of J.C. Bain, Verna
Bain's early development is said to have been as much the result
of the training she received through her mother, a talented
musician. Born sometime around 1905 she was described in
1914 by Australian Variety as one of Australia's finest
exponents of the Genee school of terpsichore. By 1917 her
remarkable performances were then being likened to the great
Pavlova.1 The same magazine had even described her in an
earlier issue as "Australia's greatest dancer."2 Bain's reputation
was such that she featured on the front page of Variety on at
least two occasions between 1915 and 1917.3 G.W. Hean's,
makers of Hean's Essence, even contracted her to be the face of
their "Heenzo" cough syrup advertising in 1918.4 That same
year the Christchurch Star newspaper wrote of her turn, "well
worth the price of admission alone."5
Between 1914 and 1918, Verna and her father appeared with a
variety of Australian-based companies, including Dix-Baker
(Newcastle), Brennan-Fuller, Harry Sadler, Harry Clay, and
with Birch and Carroll's Queensland circuit. In early 1917 they
were engaged for a tour of South Africa. So impressive was her
performance in Johannesburg that Verna attracted the attention
of Solly Joel, a leading world financier. He subsequently made arrangements for her to appear under the management
of Alfred Butt at the Palace Theatre, London. Although passages were booked for the trip to London from Capetown,
orders from the British government came via the Admiralty on the eve of the trip that no women or children were
allowed to voyage to the United Kingdom. This was on account of the number of boats being torpedoed off the South
African west coast by German submarines.6 After returning to Australia the Bains took up a three month engagement
in the East. The tour was abandoned after six weeks, however, when Verna contracted a mild case of malaria in
Surabaya. They returned to Australia and after spending some time in recuperation Verna traveled to New Zealand
with her father to work the Fullers' Dominion circuit. Father and daughter later toured New Zealand briefly with Tom
Pollard and returned to Australia playing the Birch and Carroll circuit once again. This was followed by another
Fullers engagement at the Empire Theatre, Brisbane.
Verna Bain's association with the Fullers saw her appear in the company's 1919 Christmas pantomime, Cinderella
(Grand Opera House, Sydney) as Snow Queen, leading a Theatre Magazine critic to write: "Miss Bain who - light of
foot and expressive in gesture and face - must certainly be credited with the dancing honours of the show."7 She was
engaged by Hugh D. McIntosh for the Tivoli circuit in 1921, appearing both in vaudeville and in musical comedies,
notably the Melbourne season of Bran Pie (ca. July). In December that same year Bain was once again procured by
the Fullers for their annual Christmas pantomime, with this being Dick Whittington (Grand Opera House, Sydney).
She continued working the company's circuit throughout much of 1922. After a season at the Melbourne Tivoli (ca.
Oct/Nov.), Bain returned to the Fullers at Christmas, appearing in the firm's Melbourne season of Dick Whittington.
1922 also saw her contracted to promote another product - Merclized Wax.8
Although few details of Bain's career after 1922 have been identified to date, it is known that she spent around a year
in New Zealand beginning late January 1924. Initially performing on the Fullers' Dominion circuit she later turned to
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cabaret. In its 6 May issue of 1925, however, Everyone's reported that she was by then contemplating a return to
vaudeville in Australia (37). Her name has next been identified with the Brandon-Cremer Players during its production
of Caste at Hobart's Theatre Royal beginning 9 September 1927. Bain was specially engaged to perform a dance act
for the night the production was attended by the Governor. The following month she was back in Sydney, presenting a
"between films" act at the Lyric Wintergarden for Union Theatres Ltd (ca. 12 Oct.).
1928 saw Bain take up a contract on the Tivoli circuit, then being run by J.C. Williamson's.9 Her appearances in
Melbourne were as part of an ensemble support to Jimmy Kemper, who presented "three short stories of song and
dance." One of the other artists engaged for the turn was Cliff O'Keefe. Bain remained at the Melbourne Tivoli
between 26 June and September.
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At the end of January 1929 Bain was back with the Fullers, appearing as one of the first part support acts during Roy
Rene's season at Fullers' Theatre with his [Mo's] Merrymakers. Billed as "the Surprise Party of Vaudeville," Bain
found herself competing for the audience's favour as a dancer with female impersonator Tiki Carpenter ("the Dance
Exquisite"). A few weeks later she joined Dick Milton's Novelettes. Headed by Stan Foley and Amy Rochelle, the
company presented "bright, snappy [and] new original reviews [sic] with support from such well-known performers as
Lulla Fanning, Rene Dixon, Frank Haining and Keith Connelly. The troupe later undertook an extensive tour, with
seasons established to date including Adelaide and Broken Hill.
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Verna Bain's last known engagement was a season with the Bert Le Blanc and George H. Ward-led Tivoli Follies in
Adelaide in 1934 (7 July - ca Aug/Sept).
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