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(ca. 1915-1992) Dancer, actor, singer, comedian, industrial activist, television presenter, alderman [Born: Harold
Francis Davies]
The son of comedian Joe Lashwood (1880-1954; aka John Davies), Hal Lashwood started his professional life in 1932
as a dancer with J. C. Williamson's. He later toured the Tivoli circuit, and appeared in musical comedies, revues,
"legitimate" theatre and radio before acquiring national stardom in the 1940s as Roy Rene's off-sider, including
McCackie Mansion (as Mr Lasho). He moved into television in 1958 hosting Hal Lashwood's Alabama Jubilee on the
ABC (1958-61). It was later renamed Hal Lashwood's Minstrels. Lashwood's political career began in 1931 when he
helped found Actors Equity. He served as its president for 25 years (1951-76) and later as a Waverly Council
alderman (1977-87).
► See also: Joe Lashwood
•

Lashwood's year of birth ranges from 1915 to 1920 in various publications. Websites published by Waverley
Council and Labor Australia both provide the birth date 13 August 1915.

•

Lashwood claims in the 1943 article, "ABC Stars of the Air" [see below] that his grandfather was George
Lashwood (1863- 1942), a music hall singer who achieved much popularity during the First World War with his
patriotic songs. If this relationship is correct it is unclear how Hal Lashwood's father came to be born John Davies
when George Lashwood's birth name was Edward George Wright. No official record, including births, death and
marriages, have yet been found which link him to the name Davies. [see George Lashwood section below]
One possibility is that Davies/Lashwood was born out of wedlock when George Lashwood was still in his teens
and subsequently abandoned by his father. This might also perhaps explain why Davies/Lashwood abandoned his
own (first) wife and two young children in 1912.

•

Hal Lashwood's Alabama Jubilee was an Australian television variety series which aired from 1958 to 1961 on
ABC. It was essentially a minstrel show, with some of the performers appearing in blackface makeup. In 1960, it
was re-titled Hal Lashwood's Minstrels. It aired fortnightly, alternating with Cafe Continental, a variety series
featuring acts of diverse ethnic backgrounds.

Hal Lashwood (Lasho) and Mo (Roy Rene) in a scene from their
radio show, ca. 1946-49)
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George Lashwood
•

George Lashwood: Born Edward George Wright he changed his name for the stage.
George Lashwood (25 April 1863 - 20 January 1942) was a comedian and music hall singer who achieved great
popularity, firstly with patriotic songs during the First World War and then with lighter songs. He wore different
costumes to suit his songs, and also appeared in pantomime. He made many recordings from 1898 onwards and
some of his songs are available now on the internet and on CDs.
He was described as handsome and distinguished and always dressed in the height of fashion, and was known as
‘the Beau Brummel of the Halls' [referring to a famously well-dressed leader of fashion in the Regency period of
English history]. His popularity extended to America where he first performed at the Plaza Music Hall in New
York in December 1909.
George was the son of a Birmingham builder, and lived at Elm Court in Wychbold. He married (as his second
wife) a chorus girl named Edith Fink. In 1929 he had Brummel Court, next to Elm Court, built as an investment
and he also had a large house built at Bransford, Worcester, for his daughter.
George left £132,000 on his death, made from astute property deals. He is buried in the churchyard of St Mary de
Wyche.
Parents:
Spouses:
Children:
Siblings:

Burial:

Edward Wright (1842-1890) and Mary Ann Barrow Wright (- 1902)
Charlotte Elizabeth Williams Lashwood (1878-1907)
Edith Kate Fink Lashwood (1884-1957)
Betty Lashwood Hall Culpin (1910-)
George Lashwood (1863-1942)
Agnes Wright Lloyd (1865-1937)
Henry Wright (1867-)
Thomas Wright (1868-1875)
Charles Wright (1870-1919)
William Wright (1872-)
Annie Wright Fawdry (1874-1939)
St Mary de Wyche Church, Wychbold, Wychavon District, Worcestershire, England.

Source: Dodderhill Parish Survey Project.
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