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aka E. Platt Ruskin's Australasian Publicity Bureau / E. Platt Ruskin and Co 
 

(ca. 1915-16) Reportedly born in Russia to French parents, Edward Platt Ruskin 

went to England around the turn of the century. While in London ca. 1904 he 

"discovered" the three Russian-born Cherniavsky brothers, one of the most 

celebrated juvenile musical ensembles of the early 20th century. He brought the 

trio to Australia in 1914 shortly before the outbreak of war. Over the next two 

years Platt Ruskin established the first hospital war fund, helped organised several 

other patriotic appeals, promoted concerts and set up the Australasian Publicity 

Bureau, a button manufacturing business. In addition to selling patriotic buttons the 

firm also promoted vaudeville stars of the time - including Dan Thomas, Carrie 

Moore, and Daisy Jerome.   
 

Å Platt Ruskin's family name, du Platt was Russianised to Platkin. After moving 

to England he became known as Platt Ruskin. Although mostly referred to in 

1914 as a Frenchman by birth, an article published in the Courier Mail in 1940 

also refers to his birthplace as being Poland (see 1940 section). 
 

Å Platt Ruskin left Australia in 1916 with the A.I.F. as an artilleryman and later settled in the Middle East as an 

 interpreter. It was not his first experience as a soldier, having served as a private in the Russian army during the  

 years 1897-98. He was stationed with the 99
th
 "Urievsky Regiment, 25 Division at Dvinsk (see 1916 section).  

 

Å The 1940 Courier Mail article also records that Platt-Ruskin was operating the "Australian Bar" in Beirut at  

 that time and was known to Aussie diggers as "Anzac Harry." The writer describes him as a jovial grey-

 moustached-fellow (20 May 1940, 4). 

 

__________________ 

 

 
Cherniavsky Trio 

 

The Cherniavsky Trio was one of the most celebrated ensembles of the early 20th centuryé The boys [violinist Leo, 

pianist Jan and cellist Mischel] were born in Russia and gave their first performance in Odessa in 1901, when the 

youngest was just ten years old. Their first concert outside Russia was in Berlin three years later, where it received 

mixed reviews. Later that year, under the sponsorship of the Rothchild and Sassoon families, the trio made its British 

debut at the Aeolian Hall in Londoné 
 

The trio went on to travel the world and, as the young men outgrew their prodigy image, they gained experience and 

developed into a first-class ensembleé By the end of the First World War the trio was touring only sporadically, its 

popularity in decline, and within ten years the Cherniavskys had all married and settled in different countries: Leo in 

South Africa; Jan in Canada; and Mischel in France. 
 

www.cherniavsky.com 

 

https://ozvta.com/practitioners-t/
https://ozvta.com/practitioners-m/
https://ozvta.com/practitioners-m/
https://ozvta.com/practitioners-i-j/


1914 
 

 

 
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/1583115 

 

 

 
Brisbane Courier 6 Aug. 1914, 9. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/1583153 

 

 
 

 
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/12446359 
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Sunday Times (Sydney) 6 Sept. 1914, 13. 

 

 
Sunday Times (Sydney) 13 Sept. 1914, 83. 

 

 
Sydney Morning Herald 22 Sept. 1914, 2. 

 

 
Referee (Sydney) 11 Nov. 1914, 4. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/12816670 
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1915 
 

 
Sunday Times (Sydney) 11 Apr. 1915, 7. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/13273593 
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Sydney Morning Herald 13 Apr. 1915, 10. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/1275173 

 

 
Gloucester Advocate (NSW) 2 June (1915), 2. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/158596163 

 

 

 

 

 

NB: Letters by Platt-Ruskin regarding the future of crippled and injured Australian soldiers were published in 

newspapers throughout much of Australia in mid-1915. His appeal to the country was based largely on his experiences 

travelling through the Baulkans after its war. He recalls the plight of soldiers after the war had ended and called on 

Australians to begin setting up a fund to help its own soldiers followed their return. A selection of these appeals is 

presented below. 
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Maitland Daily Mercury (NSW) 5 June 1915, 4. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/123093354 

 

 

 
Sunday Times (Sydney) 6 June 1915, 14. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/13273808 

 

 

 

Richmond River Express and Casino Kyogle Advertiser 

(Casino, NSW) 18 June 1915, 3. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/128578211 
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Age (Melbourne) 16 Oct. 1915, 18.  

 

 
Daily News (Perth) 11 Dec. 1915, 6. 

 

 

 

 
 

Australian Variety (Sydney) 20 Oct. 1915, 10. 

 



1916 
 

 
Sunday Times (Sydney) 26 Mar. 1916, 15. 
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Sydney Morning Herald 15 June (1916), 4. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/15657643 

 

 
 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/1269364
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/15657643

