GETTING THROUGH

Year of release: 1929 ¢ Screenplay: Jim Gerald

Essentially a burlesque on the new "talkie" phenomenon,' Getting Through is
a silent comedy film accompanied by off-screen dialogue, including the voices
of its three Australian stars - Jim Gerald, Essie Jennings and Phyllis Du Barry.
The film's genesis can be traced back to 1928 when Gerald, by then one of
Australia’s most popular vaudeville and revue comedians travelled to America
hoping to establish his career outside Australia. While in Hollywood he co-
wrote and produced several two reel films including Getting Through. After
returning to Australia in early-1929 Gerald toured that film as part of his live
stage shows. First exhibited in Adelaide on 2 March the audience was led to
believe the picture was a talkie. When the screen was raised at the film's
conclusion Gerald, Jennings, Du Barry and members of Gerald's revue
company could be seen still seated at a table with megaphones and scripts in
hand, having provided all the dialogue live.?

The storyline depicts the troubles of an Australian family as they attempt to
pass through an America customs office. "The inimitable Jim Gerald," writes
an Adelaide Advertiser reviewer, "is held back and even when he appears as
grandma is refused admission. When he gets through the audience is treated to
a surprise view of studio life, and if the talkies ever repeat what is said behind
the scenes somebody will be killed in the rush for the early doors"® Source: National Library of Australia

Getting Through was reportedly filmed at the Texard Studios, located on Santa Monica Boulevard, Hollywood. The
American actors identified to date were John Luttzmann, Marion Mace. The film's first known public
screening/performance in Australia was as a support to Gerald's revusical Not Likely* in Adelaide in early March
1929. At the end of July 1929 he included it during his company's minstrel revival at the Fullers' Theatre, Sydney (27
July-2 Aug.). Getting Through was also likely presented during Gerald's New Zealand tour for Tivoli Celebrity
Vaudeville in late-1929, and possibly revived during the early-1930s.

1929: Majestic Theatre, Adelaide; 2-8 Mar. [possible world premiere]
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Gerald referred to his film as a "speakie." (See "Speakies," 4).
Any male support voices in 1929 were likely acted by Gerald's brother Lance VVane and/or Reg Hawthorne, with the female
parts being taken by Letty Craydon and/or Linda Foy.
"Majestic Theatre," 10.
* Not Likely was first staged by Gerald in 1926.


https://ozvta.com/practitioners-g/
https://ozvta.com/practitioners-i-j/
https://ozvta.com/practitioners-d/
https://ozvta.com/organisations-m-z/
https://ozvta.com/organisations-m-z/
https://ozvta.com/practitioners-g/
https://ozvta.com/troupes-g-l/
https://ozvta.com/practitioners-u-v/
https://ozvta.com/practitioners-c/
https://ozvta.com/1920s/

FURTHER REFERENCE

"Majestic Theatre. Jim Gerald Again." Advertiser (Adelaide) 4 Mar. 1929, 10.

"New Show." Jim Gerald's "Talkies" Sun (Sydney) 28 July 1929, 6.

"Speakies' at Majestic: Clever Burlesque Presented." News (Adelaide) 4 March 1929,4

"Stage, Filmland, and Vaudeville Topics." Saturday Journal (Adelaide) 2 Mar. 1929, 23.

‘Talkies Also at Majestic: Jim Gerald Burlesques New Movie Craze." Register News-Pictorial (Adelaide) 4 Mar.
1929, 13.

Above: Essie Jennings.
Source: Frank Van Straten. Tivoli (2003).

Right: Phyllis Du Barry.
Courtesy of Robert Colomb

First published 30/03/2018
NB: The URL for this PDF will change each time it is updated. If you wish to cite or link to this record please use the following:

Australian Variety Theatre Archive ¢ http://ozvta.com/film-vaudeville/



http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article35332152
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article222955906
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article129260513
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article199986958
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article53471872

