PATTER AND COMEDY ROUTINES (Published)
This section comprises patter and comedy routines, comedy monologues and stump speeches etc that
were published in magazines, books or newspapers during the life of the writers or artists.
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"Extracts from Joke, Parody and Monologue"
(Charlie Vaude)
The following is from the Charlie Vaude's book, Joke, Parody and Monologue, the first in a series published by the
Australian comic. These extracts were published in the Theatre Apr. (1916), 34. Vaude published a collection of
comedy material under the title, Chuckle With Charlie Vaude, in 1934.
_____

[Presented in the book in the form of an interview, Charlie Vaude is both the interviewer and the interviewee]
How long have you been on the stage Mr Vaude?
- Oh about twenty minutes at one time. I had to stay on twenty minutes whilst they were setting a scene
at the back.
How did you first come on the stage?
- I was carried on.
What! Were you intoxicated?
- Oh dear no. It was at a baby show. I played the baby brigand.
How was that?
- Well, I was a baby in arms.
Were you successful?
- Oh yes I was a howling success.
Did the audience cry out for more?
- No but I did. But mother had left the bottle at home.
Have you any hobbies?
- Two. Keeping warm in winter and cool in summer.
Do you believe in astrology?
- No. I have nothing to fear as regards the future.
How is that?
- It can't be worse than my past.
Do you get your topics from the newspapers?
- Excuse me! I try to keep up-to-date.
Which gag do you like best?
- The one audience laughs at most.
Is it hard to get topical gags?
- Not half so hard as trying to keep them.
Which town in Australia do you like the best?
- Where are we now? That's the best.
Have you any pets?
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- Two, but six o'clock closing sends them home before I'm finished at the theatre.
°°°
The Theatre notes in the article that "Vaude certainly gets the bulls-eye when in his book he says, 'It's a wise gag that knows its
father." Quips constitute a big part of the publication. One reads: -

Australia was not prepared for the war. She had a terrible lot of drawbacks. But she got rid of two of them for
now there are only eight in a packet.
The Germans must be short-sighted. They seem to be taking all the towns on the coast to be green peas.
Every chance they get they start shelling them
°°°
The book contains a number of the songs sung by Vaude and Verne. Evidently the singer has to be pretty sober before tackling
this one (the lines given are the chorus)

When the sea ceaseth it sufficeth us,
When the sea ceaseth it sufficeth us,
But when the sea's a seething sea, then we make a fuss,
But when the sea ceaseth it sufficeth us.
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"Life is like a game of cards…
(Art Slavin)

Life is like a game of cards. We all take a hand in the game. The barber cuts, the shopkeeper
deals, and the old maid goes alone. She tries to get a partner; but nobody will prop; and
she's euchred every time. The butcher plays a plucky game. He plays for a good stake, and
never loses his block. A baker never plays for fun. He always needs the dough. The navvy
plays spades and the sport plays clubs. The lover plays hearts; but he often has to use
diamonds to take a trick. A little baby always reminds me of cards. The baby's the little
joker and his mother's the queen of trumps. If the little joker plays a crook game his mother
takes him up, put him across her lap, raises the right bower, and trumps the ace.
Theatre Feb. 1919, n. pag.
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