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aka The Rink
(1909-1915) Corner of Bow and Mary streets.
Built as an open-air skating rink the Olympia commenced operations on 1 July 1909 with music by a local orchestra.
A 2,000 seat grandstand was added in August thereby allowing Birch and Carroll to exhibit filmsin the evenings from
4 October. Their opening night features illustrated songs by Gladys Moncrieff. After transferring their Olympia
Pictures to the School of Arts in 1910 the operated once more as a skating rink. Additional entertainment was
sometimes engaged, including local singers and various bands. It was also used for boxing tournaments and religious
gatherings. Under the Foxlee Brothers management (1913-) it became known simply as the Rink. Advertising for the
venue ends after September 1915.
► See also: Olympia Pictures • Birch and Carroll
•

Not to be confused with Charter's Towers' long-running Olympia Theatre in Gill Street (aka The Stadium).

•

Gladys Moncrieff remained until 16 October 1909. She was replaced by the Chronomegaphone (featuring sound
and vision of Harry Lauder singing some of his biggest hits). Live variety acts to play under Birch and Carroll's
management included Tom Burrows (club swinger) and Chester Harris (singer). Albert Lucas also provided
commentary for selected films along with his own between-films monologues.

•

The Olympia's first manager, Francis Beyer only remained in that position for two weeks, being forced to oversee
a family dress carnival at his Townsville rink before returning to Melbourne to open a new rink there. His
successor, Prof. Johnstone, was followed less than two months later by A. H. Zilman.

1909

Northern Miner 13 July (1909), 4.
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/8111736

Northern Miner 10 August (1909), 4.
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/8111946

Northern Miner 25 Sept. (1909), 3.
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/8112285

1910

Northern Miner 26 Feb. (1910), 1.

Northern Miner 30 Mar. (1910), 5.
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/7843591
Northern Miner 2 Apr. (1910), 5.
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/7843610

Northern Miner 21 Apr. (1910), 1.

Northern Miner 12 Apr. (1910), 1.

Northern Miner 9 July (1910), 4.

1911

Maryborough Chronicle, Wide Bay and Burnett Advertiser 14 Aug. (1911), 3.
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/17728301

1912

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/16426046

1913

1915

Northern Miner 15 Apr. (1915), 4.
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/7902289

Northern Miner 2 Sept. (1915), 2.
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/7903142
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