
VINCE COURTNEY 
 

Songwriter, singer, revusical and pantomime actor. One of Australia's leading young variety 

songwriters to emerge during the First World War, Vince Courtney often performed with his wife, 

Eva. Both artists were engaged by most of the leading companies of the era including the Fullers and 

Harry Clay. For several years Courtney was a key member of Nat Phillips' Stiffy and Mo Revue 

Company, and contributed songs to several of Phillips' pantomimes, including The Bunyip (1916). 

Many of his songs were also written for other leading variety performers. 

 
Billed throughout his career as "the man who sings his own songs," Vince 

Courtney was reportedly a native of Newcastle, New South Wales.1 His earliest 
known stage appearance found to date was in the Hunter Valley capital in August 
1914 when he was engaged by Union Pictures Ltd as a between films singer. He 
appeared at the company's Newcastle venues over the next month or so, and the 
following year became a member of Arthur Morley's Revue Company.  Although 
little is currently known about his origins as a variety artist/songwriter it is clear 
that he had garnered a reasonable reputation by this time. In support of this is the 
fact that he had been considered by the editors of Australian Variety's as a 

suitable contributor for the publication's special Christmas edition that year – an 
opportunity that would not have been offered a newcomer to the industry. Several 
reviews and advertisements during the year suggest, too, that he had been 
attracting considerable attention with his songs. One critic wrote, for example, 
that Courtney's song, "Our Flag Shall Never Come Down," is "about the best of 
its kind now on the halls, and if published ought to bring in good profits for the 
composer."2  

 

In 1916 Courtney appeared in the picnic scene of the play Factory 'Ands, while at 
the same time continuing to extend his popularity as a vaudeville artist. His turns 
around  this  period  generally  involved  two  or three of  his own songs  and  a  

 
 

Australian Variety 9 Feb. (1916), n. pag. 

recitation. One of his most popular numbers was "Pop Goes the Kaiser." By this stage Courtney was being engaged by 
several of Sydney's leading B circuit managers, including Harry Clay. He is known to have appeared, for instance, in 
the Clay produced revusical A Night in Paris (ca. Nov.) along with his wife Eva. The Theatre notes in relation to one 
of his performances for Clay that "Mr Courtney - in the first half, and again in the second - sang patriotic songs of his 
own composition, clearly and nicely. His first number had a fine swing in it; and in the second half he spiritedly 
defended "Me Brother Wot Stayed at Home" (by Tom Skeyhill) -the point being that family obligations, in many 
cases,  prevented some of the sons from going to the front."3 The lyrics to this were later printed in the 29 December 
issue of Australian Variety (n. pag.). Courtney's rising profile also led in turn to him being offered a role in the Fuller's  

1916 pantomime The Bunyip, and for which he contributed several original songs - "The Corroboree Rag," (sung by 
Peter Brooks), "Kewpie Doll," and "Chinee Girl" (aka "My Little Chinee Girl"). The two latter numbers were  
performed by Courtney himself. Both songs were published by W. J. Deane, as were most of his compositions. 
Courtney portrayed the character, Ah Fat, in the production.   
 

In 1916, too, Courtney was invited into The Chasers, a theatrical social gathering 
instigated by associates of Australian Variety. Those known to have associated 
with the group over the course of its life included high profile variety theatre 
industry professionals such as Martin C. Brennan and Andy Kerr (Australian 
Variety editor and manager respectively), Charlie Vaude, Fred Bluett, Jack Kearns 
and Harry Clay. Not long after joining Courtney began contributing articles to 

Australian Variety under the title "With the Chasers." Many of the pieces were 
written in verse. He was also for a time a spokesman for Hean's Tonic 
commissioned to write for other performers. Some of the more high profile 
performers who utilised his talent during their careers were: Nellie Kolle ("Come 
Back and Mend Your Broken Doll," ca. 1917), Dan Thomas, the Phillip Sisters, 
Billy Watson, Ted Stanley and Tom Dawson. 
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As Bill Jellico in Bluebeard 
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Although a noted performer in his own right, Courtney was often accompanied on stage by his wife, who is believed to 
have begun working with him from at least around 1915. By the end of 1919, the Courtney's had been performing in 
revue and pantomime for the Fuller's organisation for three years, with much of this time involving tours throughout 
Australia and New Zealand as part of Nat Phillips' Stiffy and Mo company. Vince also worked with Al Bruce's 

Rosebuds in 1919. During those three years Courtney contributed a number of songs to the Fullers' pantomimes, 
including "My Home" (Babes in the Wood, 1918), and "The Silver in my Mother's Hair" and "Mexico" (Cinderella, 
1919). Reviews of the latter production tend to suggest that his songs were two of the musical highlights of the 
evening.  Indeed, in commenting on Courtney's role as Pickles (Cinderella), a Theatre critic writes: "He has earned a 
unique position for himself in the Fuller's pantos - that of appearing from year to year largely for the purpose of being 
heard in a number of his own compositions."4  
 

In March 1920 the couple made a long awaited return to vaudeville, under the Fuller's regime, and performed all their 
successful hits to that date, including the numbers from Bunyip, Babes in the Wood and Cinderellas. By the end of the 
year, however, Vince Courtney was back in pantomime, contributing songs for the Fullers Bluebeard production. An 
Australian Variety critic made the observation that Courtney was "the best-selling songwriter in Australia [and that] 
his melodies are good and the words catchy."5 This claim is supported by an Everyone's article on Courtney published 

in 1921. "Vince Courtney," the reviewer writes, "has written more best-sellers than any other writer in Australia."6  
 

In 1924 Courtney appeared with comedian, Charlie Vaude, in the latter's revue, Cranking Up, and was once more on 
the Clay circuit around the end of the year. In September 1925 he and Eva were back performing on "Fuller time," 

presenting "a song, dance and story offering dressed a la fashion-plate." According the Theatre's vaudeville critic "a 
feature of the act was that the couple used their own material, for Vince is a past-master at writing anything from 
pantomime to a gag. The turn will improve with time, and become one of the best on the Fuller circuit".7 By December 
that year Courtney was again called on to play Ah Fat in the Fuller's Christmas revival of The Bunyip at the 
Hippodrome (Sydney). The production also included at least one of his own compositions "Grey Hair, Grey Eyes." 
 

 

SEE ALSO 

 

•  Nat Phillips' Stiffy and Mo Revue Co • Al Bruce & His Rosebuds 
 

 

MUSIC THEATRE WORKS 
 

For further information see the production details work in the relevant "Works" section (Australian Variety Theatre Archive) 
 

1916: The Bunyip  [pantomime]   
1918: The Babes in the Wood [pantomime]  
1919: Cinderella [pantomime]  
1920: Bluebeard  [pantomime]  
1924: Cranking Up  [revusical]   
 

 

ORIGINAL SONGS (UNPUBLISHED) 
 

The following list comprises songs that were written by Vince Courtney, but which were either unpublished or the publication  

details are yet to be established. 
 

1915: "Boom Town" [cited AV: 29 Dec. 1915, n. pag.] 
"She Lives in a World all Her Own" (1915) [cited AV: 29 Dec. 1915, 

 n. pag.] 

"It Won't Be Long Till I'm Returning" [cited AV: 29 Dec. 1915, n. pag.] 

"Pop Goes the Kaiser" 

"Cheer Up"    [cited AV: 10 Feb. 1915, n. pag.] 

1916: "Why Me Brother Stayed at Home" (1916) 
n/e:  "In the Luggage Van Ahead" (n. yr.) 
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Source: National Library of Australia 
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ORIGINAL COMPOSITIONS (Published) 
 

♪ = published score available online via the National Library of Australia.   

All other scores held by the National Library of Australia (except ♪ =  see AustLit record for further details)  

 

♪ 1914: "Our Flag Never Shall Come Down" (2 editions available) 

♪ 1915: "Why Me Brother Stayed at Home" 
♪   "Hinemoa" 

♪ 1917: "(If I Had) Somebody's Love" 
♪   "The Corroboree Rag" 
♪   "My Chinee Girl"  (2 editions available) 
♪   "Back to Virginia"   (2 editions available) 
♪ 1918: "Come Back and Mend Your Broken Doll" 
♪   "That Little Home Among the Hills" 
♪   "My Home"  (3 editions available) 

♪   "Sarah" 

♪ 1919: "Give Me Real Hawaiian" 
♪   "The Silver in My Mother's Hair" (5 editions available) 

♪   "Au Revoir Honolulu" 
♪ 1920: "Mexico" 
♪ 1921: "Dear Old Mother Macree" 
♪   "Honolulu Rose"   

 
 
 
 

♪ 1923: "When I was One Year Old" 
♪   "The Cold North Sea" 
♪ 1924: "Boggabri" 
♪ 1925: "Jane O'Hara" 
♪   "Isobel" (foxtrot) 
♪ 1928: "Through the Sin of a Son" 
♪   "She's Growing More Beautiful Still" 

♪ 192-: "Beautiful is My Old Lady" 
 1930: "There Never was a Love Like Mother's Love" (2  editions available) 

1939: "She Was Like the Blue in Heaven" 
 

 

 

 

SONGS FEATURED BY VINCE COURTNEY 
The following songs were performed by Vince Courtney but not written by him: 

 

1921: Mother and Dad   Written by Ted Gravette [Sydney: Ashers's Ltd].  
 

 

RECORDINGS 
 

The following list comprises recording that feature songs by Vince Courtney • All hyperlinks are to the corresponding AustLit  record. 

 

 1997: Vince Courtney (1927-1933)  Port Macquarie, New South Wales: Kingfisher Cassettes. 

 1999: Great Australian Song Compile: 100 Years of Australian Song, 1921-1929. Canberra, ACT: National  
    Film and Sound Archive, 1999.    [Incl. songs by Vince Courtney, Jack O'Hagan etc] 
 

 

 

FURTHER REFERENCE 
 

Djubal. Clay. "Courtney, Vince." AustLit (2006).         
"Harry Clay Co, The."  Theatre Magazine Mar. (1916), 45. 

 
Score available through the National Library of   Australia. 

 

 

 

 
 

Source: National Library of Australia 

 

Source: National Library of Australia 
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http://nla.gov.au/nla.mus-an13101816
http://nla.gov.au/nla.mus-vn1661134
http://nla.gov.au/nla.mus-an9974124
http://nla.gov.au/nla.mus-vn128510
http://nla.gov.au/nla.mus-an13101808
http://nla.gov.au/nla.mus-an10996206
http://nla.gov.au/nla.mus-vn3572216
http://nla.gov.au/nla.mus-an9947124
http:///nla.gov.au/nla.mus-vn3050407
http://nla.gov.au/nla.mus-vn5019479
http:///nla.gov.au/nla.mus-an9995767
http://nla.gov.au/nla.mus-an5317444
http://nla.gov.au/nla.mus-vn535963
http://nla.gov.au/nla.mus-an12034286
http://nla.gov.au/nla.mus-an5399283
http://nla.gov.au/nla.mus-an12034858
http://nla.gov.au/nla.mus-vn4219416
http://nla.gov.au/nla.mus-an9068145
http://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/796716?lookfor=author:%22Courtney,%20Vince%22&offset=13&max=38
http://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/1777690?lookfor=author:%22Courtney,%20Vince%22&offset=28&max=38
http://www.austlit.edu.au/run?ex=ShowWork&workId=C%23Hl%7b
http://www.austlit.edu.au/run?ex=ShowWork&workId=C%23I1Q
http://www.austlit.edu.au/run?ex=ShowAgent&agentId=A8J5


 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
All images on this page courtesy of the National Library of Australia. 
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