
FAUST FAMILY 
 

(ca. 1873-1896) The Faust Family of Acrobats developed a touring act which also incorporated 

theatrical and musical performances (under the direction of cornettist Charles Von Der Mehden). 

They toured the Antipodes with Chirani's Circus in the mid-1880s and later for J. C. Williamson, 

Charles B. Hicks and George Rignold among others. The troupe disbanded in the mid-1890s after 

various members retired or moved on to pursue their careers elsewhere. 

 

Founded in the early 1879s by Edwin Stidolph (aka Edwin Faust) 

the Faust Family of Acrobats developed a self-contained and 

versatile entertainment package that eventually presented 

amazing acrobatic feats, as well as an array of  theatrical and 

musical performances (incl. brass band and bellringing). They 

initially found popularity in England as a specialty act in 

pantomimes and ballets before making their American debut in 

1874. Between 1883 and 1885 the family toured the Antipodes 

with Chirani's Circus, before heading out on their own, and the 

Chirani's music director/cornetist, Herr (Charles) Von Medhren.  
 

The Fausts' association with Australia and New Zealand 

continued for another 11 years, during which time they found 

engagements with such firms as J. C Williamson, Charles B. 

Hicks, George Rignold, Frank Smith, and York and Jones. They 

also often presented shows under their own management, with 

these covering both metropolitan venues and regional tours, as 

well as jointly with other troupes - London Bellringers and the 

Permans (both 1889), for example.  
 

From the early 1890s onwards some of the male members of the family  increasingly took up offers for "outside" 

engagements (Ted Faust for example spent time with the Fitzgerald Bros Circus), which in part eventually led to the 

family act disbanding in 1896 following their tour with Alf Lawton's Company. Three of the girls also found success 

in the Antipodes and overseas in the late-1890s/early 1900s as the Faust Sisters. 
 
 

SEE ALSO 
 

•  Charles Von Der Mehden 
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°°° 
Much of this biography has been sourced from research undertaken by  

Anne Doggett and Gwyn Gillard.  
For a more extensive account of the Fausts' see their 2011 publication.   
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