
LOU COURTNEY 
 

Film and limelight operator, advance rep, juggler, equilibrist, spruiker. A long-time associate of Harry 

Clay's, Lou Courtney carved out his early theatrical career in a number of areas, including acting 

before beginning a long-term association with Harry Clay in 1904 as the entrepreneur's Queensland 

advance rep. He later operated the company’s film and limelight projectors, in addition to occasional 

performances as an equilibrist. Courtney is also known to have performed the same duties on Clay's 

Sydney circuit until he enlisted in AIF in 1915 He returned to Clay's after the war and following Harry 

Clay’s death in 1925 became House Manager at the Bridge Theatre. 

 
Lou Courtney was another of Harry Clay's long time employees, and an essential component in his success, 

particularly during the early years of his Queensland operations. Versatile and reliable, Courtney, like others of his 

kind working in the vaudeville/minstrel era, found his niche in the industry by virtue of his ability to adapt to new 

challenges, in whatever area was required. Originally working in serious theatre, he is known to have toured 

Queensland in 1893 as part of Her Majesty's Dramatic Co, a troupe which also included a young Albert 'Bert' Baily.  
 

In 1904 Courtney began his association with Harry Clay, taking care of the Advance Rep duties for Clay's Queensland 

tours. In 1908, he took over the operation of the film and limelight projecting on these tours, continuing to do the same 

on Clay's Sydney circuit until he joined the war effort sometime around 1915/16 (he would have been in his late 

thirties). After the war, in which he spent some time at the front, Courtney returned to Clay's, taking on the job of 

spruiker at the Gaiety around 1920 (replacing Joe Lashwood). He became House Manager at the Bridge Theatre after 

Harry Clay's death in 1925. 
 

 

HISTORICAL NOTES 
 

• 6 Sept:  Opening night of Her Majesty's Dramatic Company at the School of Arts, Charters Towers. The company 

includes: Albert Bailey, James South, H. Norman, Flossie Stanhope, Nellie Harland, Carrie Hubert, H. Hubert and 

Lou Courtney (NM: 6 Sept. 1893, 1). 
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